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SERMON I. 

ADAM A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

Romans v. 14. 
'< who is the figure of him that was to come.' 
Sunday before Easter, April 8th, 1838. 

There is something very solemn and im- 
pressive in the return of that interesting 
season of the year when we are invited to 
contemplate the passion, crucifixion, death, 
and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Memory almost involuntarily 
busies itself in the recollection of the past; 
the feelings with which we observed this 
holy season on a former occasion, the va- 
rious trials and temptations through which 
we have since passed ; our joys and our 
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sorrows ; the mercies which we have ex- 
perienced at the hands of God, and the 
calamities we have escaped ; such recol- 
lections are very suitable, calculated justly 
to humble us, to produce contrition, to 
awaken gratitude, and to dispose the mind 
for the better consideration of those affect- 
ing and instructive subjects which solicit 
our attention. '' The preparation of the 
heart is of the Lord ;'' oh that He would 
dispose and incline our hearts by his Holy 
Spirit duly to consider the sufferings, and 
justly to appreciate the all-sufficient atone- 
ment of the Son of God ! May we by 
faith '^ behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world !" May 
we '' look on him whom we have pierced, 
and mourn !^ May we believe in his great 
salvation and rejoice ! So shall this blessed 
season be abundantly sanctified to our souls' 
edification and comfort. 

The apostle Paul, in the passage whence 
the text is taken, adopts a typical mode 
of instruction which in the hands of unin- 
spired men needs much sobriety of in- 
terpretation : yet it occurs in so many parts 
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of Holy Scripture, that a faithful expositor 
of the word of God can hardly avoid its 
occasional use : nor can it be denied 
that typical illustration is a method of ex- 
hibiting divine truth admirably adapted to 
impress the memory, to please the imagina- 
tion, and affect the heart. Many abstruse 
doctrines thus illustrated present them- 
selves to the mind, and become embodied 
in it as a vivid picture ; and so can be 
grasped with an accuracy and firmness 
which is, perhaps, unattainable in any other 
manner : while indeed it is easy to pass 
from the types and allegories of scripture 
into fanciful conceits of our own. Not un- 
conscious, however, of the difficulties of the 
course I have chosen, and looking up to 
bfeaven for that assistance which is pro- 
mised to those who meekly endeavour to 
understand what God has caused to be 
written for their instruction, I shall pro- 
ceed with my task, and endeavour to place 
Christ before you in many of his glorious 
characters and offices as typically repre- 
sented in the Old Testament by those 
whose lives and histories, as therein record- 
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ed, are either distinctly referred to in the 
New Testament as typical of the Saviour, 
or contain so many points of coincidence 
with the gospel storj^ that the illustration 
seems unavoidable. That which the apostle 
selects in the chapter before us, may well 
suggest an introductory subject for our 
meditation. The first typical person was 
Adam : St. Paul declares, with authority, 
that Adam was a figure, or as it is in the 
original, a '' type" of Christ, and pursuing 
his argument at length, he dwells on several 
points in which the former symbolized the 
latter : '* who is the figure of him that 

WAS TO COME." 

Let us then proceed to consider Adam 
as a Type of Christ, 

I. In his personal or individual ca- 
pacity : 

II. In his relative or federal cha- 
racter. 

I. That Adam, a creature of God, formed 
out of the dust of the earth, finite,* carnal, 
yea fallen and doomed to die, and return 
to the dust whence he was originally taken, 
can in any point of view represent the only 
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begotten Son of God, the bright image of 
the Father, the eternal, sinless, immaculate 
Messiah, who now sits at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, this at first sight 
might seem strange and inexplicable. Yet 
the more we investigate the subject, the 
more we shall be struck with the analogy 
between them. 

View then the first man as he sprang 
from the hand of his Maker. Created in- 
deed out of the dust of the earth, but oh 
how fair, how lovely ! His body of sur- 
passing beauty and comeliness ; wrought in 
every part with infinite skill, and perfect adap- 
tation to the state of existence allotted tohixn. 
His Boul, the very image of his Maker ! 
The moral excellencies of his almighty 
Father reflected in the countenance of his 
new-born child ! And as the Creator gazed 
upon the work of his own hands, and be- 
held in every contrivance of the human 
frame, in every impulse of the affections* 
and in every operation of the mental 
powers, his own calm, benign, and heavenly 
image, he exclaimed — '' Behold it is very 
good !" Here was perfect manhood, with- 
out the previous stages of infancy and 
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childhood. Moral and physical perfections 
were here without spot or blemish— all was 
very good. Nor let it be thought an unim- 
portant feature in this typical representa- 
tion that Adam was a figure of him that 
was to come, in that he was a man ! Christ 
was a man— ra real man — the man Christ 
Jesus ! The second man ! How careful is 
Holy Scripture in relating the circumstances 
of his miraculous incarnation — the verity 
of his taking upon him our nature ! Had 
he been an angel or a spirit, or a phantom, 
Adam would not have been a type of him ! 
He was not indeed created out of the dust 
of the earth, but he was wonderfully con- 
ceived in the womb of a pure virgin, and 
born into the world of the seed of Abraham, 
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh — 
'' He took the manhood into God !" How 
far did he surpass the first Adam in beauty 
and holiness ! ." The first man is of the 
earth, earthy ; the second man is the Lord 
from heaven." ^* The first Adam was made 
a living soul ; the last Adam, a quickening 
spirit !" Again is human nature exhibited 
in more than its original purity ; in Christ 
Jesus are displayed all the attributes of 
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Deity— ** in him dwelt all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily," in a bodily shape and 
form — ** the brightness of the Father's glory 
and the express image of his person !" '* In 
him was no sin!" How unspeakably im- 
portant the two great truths thus forced 
upon our conviction — viz. that God became 
man — a real man — and that becoming so, 
he retained his own glorious holiness and 
infinite perfections ; and '^ was perfect God 
and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and 
human flesh subsisting !" Thus was Adam 
before his fall a beautiful type of the sinless 
humanity of our Lord. 

But further, we may trace the analogy 
in another respect ; both were subjected 
TO A MORAL TEST AND DISCIPLINE. Para- 
dise was a probationary state — its continu- 
ance depended upon obedience to the re- 
vealed will of God. Adam was indeed 
placed under circumstances most favour- 
able to his integrity : not only was he in 
his very nature innocent and sinless, but 
everything around him was calculated to 
uphold him in the path of duty. All cre- 
ation exhibited his Maker's goodness — no 
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evil met his observation — neither cruel nor 
noxious beast was there — all was harmony 
and love. Free alike from snares and 
temptations from without, and from corrupt 
principle within, obedience must have 
been easy and spontaneous. He walked 
with God in such holy intercourse and 
communion as might have been thought 
incapable of interruption. One prohibition 
was however laid upon him — one positive 
injunction, and by this his perfect sub- 
mission to his Maker was to be tried : he 
had also one enemy, who in subtlety found 
access to him. We know the result ! 
That one enemy prevailed against him ; 
under the power of that one temptation 
Adam fell : by that one act of disobedience 
he became a sinner, exposed himself to the 
wrath of God—became an outcast, and a 
cursed thing; the fair world which had 
been made for him was blighted by his 
sin— and death, the predicted punishment, 
fell upon him ! 

But behold the second Adam : superior 
indeed in every respect to the first Adam ; 
in his mysterious nature, God and man in 
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one Christ, impeccable as God himself; 
yet subjected to a moral discipline infinitely 
more severe than that imposed on the first 
Adam. The second Adam is placed in a 
fallen world — himself subject to the physi-. 
cal consequences of a fallen state — he is 
hungry and thirsty, and weary, and sad — 
at times he even accepts the ministration 
of angels to support him under the pressure 
of human infirmity. All around him, in-. 
stead of reflecting the pure image of Jeho- 
vah, exhibits the baneful influence of the 
curse — his righteous soul is grieved from 
day to day with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked — surrounded by evil men, he endures 
continual contradiction, provocation, temp- 
tation. And Satan too, who gathered up 
his strength to foil the purpose of the Al- 
mighty and to contend with incarnate 
Deity, went forth to meet the second Adam, 
not. in a paradise of bliss and holiness, but 
in a waste-howling wilderness, and there 
assailed the Son of man with all his fiery 
darts: all earth and hell seemed leagued 
against the Lord from heaven : but in vain ! 
We know the issue ! Jesus triumphed over 
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all these fearful and accumulated trials, 
while Adam could not sustain the shock of 
one ! The first man fell shamefully, under 
circumstances of every conceivable advan- 
tage. The second man, with all the power, 
malice, and ingenuity of Satan arrayed 
against him, rose gloriously, and bruised 
the serpent's head. Even his enemies could 
find no fault at all in him : again and again 
he challenged them, ^* Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin?'' His obedience was 
perfect — his conformity to the will of God 
exact— and men, and angels, and devils 
looked on amazed to see one clad in human 
form, "appearing in fashion as a man," 
yet without spot and blameless. Thus as 
God was dishonoured in the first Adam, 
he was glorified in the second — as Satan 
subdued the formeir, he was himself trampled 
under foot by the latter — where man fell, 
there he rose — on that earth where he had 
been defeated, there he conquered — human 
nature, so long debased, was in the person 
of Christ restored to more than original 
righteousness — and at the right hand of 
God is at this moment displayed ; and 
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could the film of corrupt nature be removed 
from our eyes, we should see heaven opened, 
and the man Christ Jesus standing at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, ruling 
over all things supreme ! 

II. But if we turn from the personal and 
individual character of Adam, to his rela- 
tive or federal capacity, we shall see the 
type still more strikingly developed. Nei- 
ther the first Adam nor the second must 
be considered merely as individuals, but 
each as the head of a separate family or 
tribe : and viewed in this light we shall 
discover that as all evil, sin, and death are 
to be traced to the one, so all happiness, 
holiness, and life, are derived from the 
other. 

That two great evils universally pervade 
our earth, few, I conceive, will deny ; all ex- 
perience proclaims that we are suffering 
under the effects of guilt and corrup- 
tion — that we are in a penal as well as a 
sinful state. To attempt to prove universal 
guilt seems a task almost unnecessary. How 
could such things exist as those, with which, 
alas, we are all familiar, if we were not in a 
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penal state ? Does God afflict his angels with 
pain, and suffering, and death? Whence 
the throes, and tears, and troubles, of the 
world, if it be not a guilty world ? Could a 
just, a holy, a righteous, not to say a mer- 
ciful God lay all these things upon us ex- 
cept we were guilty, unless we had incurred 
them as just punishments for our offences ? 
Impossible ! Universal sorrow proves uni- 
versal guilt ! 

Still less possible is it to deny universal 
corruption, or sinfulness. This is matter of 
personal and daily experience. Who is 
there without sinful propensities ? Who is 
ignorant that it is easy to do wrong, and 
difficult to do right ? Who is so deluded 
as to suppose that virtue is the spontaneous 
gTOwth of his heart, and vice an exotic ? 
Alas, sin beats in every pulse, and flashes in 
every eye ; it throbs in our bosom, and cir- 
culates in our blood — we breathe a tainted 
atmosphere, we are polluted and polluting, 
and all about us is defiled : guilt is upon us» 
and corruption within us — we are all dispo- 
sed to do evil, and evil we all do ! 

Now if this be the undeniable condition of 
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man, in all ages, in all countries, and under 
all circumstances, let it be asked, How 
came we so ? Whence this wide-pervading 
guilt, this universal malady of sin, testified 
by sorrow and death ? Silence is the only 
response of nature. Here science, philo- 
sophy, and fable are alike perplexed, hu- 
man ingenuity and research are e(!][ually un- 
availing ; man must have remained in per- 
petual ignorance of the true source and ori- 
gin of all his ills, had it not been imparted 
to him by an express revelation from God 
himself. Scripture comes to our aid, and 
in two words reveals the source of every 
woe, and the fountain of every blessing, and 
it expresses it thus : — The first Adam 
AND THE SECOND — "For as in Adam all die, 
so in Christ shall all be made alive." 

Let us then examine this point more mi- 
nutely, and inquire first, how all guilt and 
all corruption are to be traced to Adam. 
This is the great point which St. Paul is 
labouring to establish in the passage con- 
nected with my text ; and except this great 
truth be received and embraced with clear- 
ness and precision, all our views of the gos- 
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pel must of necessity be obscure and con- 
fused. St. Paul argues in this passage, not 
merely that our sinful nature is hereditary 
from Adam, but that, irrespectively of all 
our own actions or dispositions to sin, we 
inherit guilt, and are exposed to the pu- 
nishment of death, temporal and eternal ; 
and that under that curse and condemna- 
tion, under the penalty of Adam's trans- 
gression, we all are conceived and born into 
the world. He establishes this beyond 
controversy by the indisputable fact that 
death, the curse of sin, reigns over those 
who are incapable of transgression, or moral 
responsibility, even over infants, idiots, lu- 
natics, and many who have not sinned, nor 
can sin, ** after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression.'* " By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned ;" that ia, in Adam. That this is 
the meaning of the words is evident from 
the whole argument, and it is singularly 
confirmed by the turn given to the expres- 
sion in the margin, where our translators 
read, not " in that all have sinned," but 
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'^ IN WHOM all have sinned ?" Here is the 
great secret of all true interpretation of 
Scripture, the only clue to the comprehen- 
sion of our real condition, and its conse- 
quences ; we endure present suffering, and 
are exposed to the danger of eternal punish- 
ment for the sin of another — for Adam's 
sin ! Staggering as this truth may be, it 
is in this and other passages of Scripture 
clearly taught; we sinned in the loins of 
Adam— just as Levi, centuries before he was 
bom, paid tithes to Melchisedec in the loins 
of his ancestor Abraham. In the person of 
Adam, our federal head and representative, 
we were tried and put to the test of moral 
obedience in paradise — in him we fell — in 
him we were expelled from paradise ; he has 
by lineal descent entailed upon us the en- 
tire curse, in time and in eternity : and as 
in a ruined world — a ** travailing creation," 
and universal death, we have proofs, as far 
as we CAN see, that the identical curse of 
Adam has fallen onus— ''In the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die *' — 
so in all these invariable accompaniments 
of man's present condition we have pre- 
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sumptive evidence of the universality of 
that which we cannot see as yet, viz. the 
second death, eternal misery ; unless we 
take refuge in the salvation of the gospel* 
Adam's guilt is upon us — is imputed to 
us— is reckoned unto us— and hence we are 
involved in his punishment. 

That the corruption or sinfulness of our 
nature is to be attributed to the fall of our 
first parents, is a truth more easily esta- 
blished and more generally received. Adam, 
as we have seen, was created in the image 
of God ; and when he was so formed, God 
said to him and to Eve his wife, *' Be fruit- 
ful, and multiply and replenish the earth." 
Now had they become the parents of a child 
in that their sinless state, their odBpring 
would have been sinless, and like themselves 
would have borne the holy image of God. 
For, according to the original law of nature, 
every creature, and every tree and every 
flower, produces seed after his own kind : 
the serpent cannot produce a lamb, nor. 
the lion a dove—" the fig tree cannot bear 
olive berries, neither a vine, figs" — ^so our 
first parents, in their holy and sinless state. 
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could not have produced an unholy offspring. 
The fact was however otherwise — in their 
unfallen state they remained childless : first 
they fell, they became sinners, lost the 
image of God — assumed a far different 
image and likeness, even that of Satan, 
who stamped upon their hearts his own 
hideous form, and then it is said, " Adam 
begat a son in his own likeness, after 
HIS image"— not in the likeness of God, 
but after his own evil, sinful, corrupt, pol- 
luted image. And of him, of this one sin- 
ful man, has the whole earth been over- 
spread with an evil race like himself ; by 
the universal law of nature all his descend- 
ants partake of the same propensities as 
himself, are like him alienated from God, 
enemies to him by wicked works, born in 
sin, shapen in iniquity, children of wrath, 
" and every imagination of the thoughts 
of their hearts only evil, and that continu- 
ally." Even in the case of the incarnate 
God himself, the sinful infection of Adam 
could be interrupted only by a miraculous 
conception, the Holy Ghost overshadowing 
the virgin mother! Thus it was that in 
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Adam all died — all his progeny became 
amenable to their father's guilt, and re- 
cipients of their father's fallen nature. 
" Original sin/* saith our church, (art. ix.) 
*' is the fault and corruption of the nature of 
every man that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam" — and she adds, 
" that in every person born into this world 

IT DESERVETH GOD'S WRATH AND DAM- 
NATION." 

But let us now turn to the great anti- 
type, THE second Adam, and consider how 
wonderfully the case of man is met, both 
as to his GUILT, and as to his corrupt na- 
ture. The proud objection rises in many 
a human breast, "how hard, how unjust, 
or at lea&t how unaccountable it appears 
that I should be born into this world an in- 
voluntary criminal ! That I should suffer 
the consequences of another's sin, and ac- 
tually have the guilt of one who lived six 
thousand years ago imputed to me ! How 
inconceivable that by one transgression, 
of one man ages ago, guilt and condemna- 
tion so terrible and insupportable should 
pass upon untold millions \*' But what is 
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the answer of God to such reflections as 
these ? " Be it so ; but if the guilt of one 
man must pass upon all men to condemna- 
tion, the righteousness of another shall pass 
upon all who believe for justification to 
life — if the sin of one man infects all who 
are descended from him, the holiness of 
another shall be infused into all that are 
united to him 1 Do you judge it a harsh 
thing that you should be punished for the 
sin of the first Adam ? then shall you be 
REWARDED for the MERITS of the second 
Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ ? This is the 
striking point upon which St. Paul reasons at 
length in the chapter before us— again and 
again he shows that it was in tliis most 
especially that Adam was a type of Christ. 
'* If through the offence of one," saith he 
in V. 15, ** many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which 
is by ONE MAN, Jesus Christ, hath abounded 
unto many.*' '^ Therefore as by the offence 
of ONE, JUDGMENT camc upon all men to 

CONDEMNATION ; EVEN SO, by the RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS OF ONE, the free gift came upon 
ALL MEN unto justification of life. For as 
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by ONE man's disobedience many were 
made sinners ; so by the obedience of one, 
shall many be made righteous. 

How striking, how perfect the analogy ! 
How impossible to receive or to understand 
the scripture doctrine of imputed righteous- 
ness, or the reckoning of Christ's merits to 
us, unless we receive and understand the 
doctrine of Adam's guilt imputed to us ! 
The one reflects light upon the other, 
and either is incomprehensible without the 
other. Comprehend aright the disease, and 
you perceive at once the admirable adaptation 
of the remedy. Acknowledge the justice 
of God in causing the guilt of Adam to pass 
on all his posterity, and you stand amazed at 
the wisdom and mercy of God who has 
devised a parallel scheme of salvation where- 
by the righteousness of Christ the second 
Adam ^' shall be unto and upon all them 
that believe." *' He hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in 
him:"* and ** we can now declare his 
righteousness, that he might be just, and 

*2 Cor. V. 21. 
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the jiistifier of him which belie veth in 
Jesus."* 

Nor is the type less perfect as to the comr 
munication of holiness, or a new nature to 
fallen man. We have seen, and alas we 
know too well, that we inherit from Adam 
a nature propense only to evil—how shall 
this be remedied ? The merits and atone- 
ment of the second Adam may avail to pro- 
cure the pardon and even the justification 
of them who believe ; but do their hearts 
remain the same ? Assuredly not ! All 
who believe in Jesus, and are united to him 
by a saving faith, derive from him a new 
nature, just as they derived their old nature 
from the first Adam. *' If anv man be in 
Christ," saith the apostle, >* he is a new 
creature, anew creation — *' Old things have 
passed away, all things are become new." 
A divine seed is imparted — nay it is even 
said that ' ^ we are made partakers of the 
divine nature," which is holiness. — **That 
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit"— it is of 
• thie Holy' Ghost, it is the Holy Spirit in us, 
that which' cannot sin — "Whosoever is bom 

* See Rom. iii. 19 — 31, and iv. 1 — 8. 
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of God, doth not commit sin, for his seed 
remaineth in him ; and he cannot sin^ be- 
cause he is born of God/' There is "the old 
man" remaining in him, what the church 
calls *' the infection of nature, which doth 
remain, yea in them that are regenerated," 
and which occasions the mortal conflict, 
'^ the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh ;" but victory is 
assured by promise, " Sin shall not have 
dominion over you, for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace."* As from the 
first Adam there is an entail of corruption, 
so from the second is derived an inheritance 
of sanctification ; our union to the latter 
communicates to us a holy, as our descent 
from the former imparts an unholy nature ; 
and eventually, in a future state, the new 
man shall be completely formed in us, and 
the old man shall die in uS, and perish for 
ever ! 

But I anticipate here an objection to thi§ 
typical view of the two Adams. It is im- 
perfect, some will say, because while all 
mankind partake of the curse of Adam, all 

♦ Chap. VI. 14. 
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do not partake of the blessing in Christ ; 
how then can it be said, ^^ that as in Adam 
all die, So in Christ; shall all be made 
alive ?" It may be said most accurately 
and truly ; the Analogy consists not in the 
NUMBERS who may be affected by the curse 
of the one, or by the blessing of the other, 
but in their union and connexion with 
each of their federal heads. As all who 
are in Adam, the head of the fallen race of 
man, all who are united to him by natural 
affinity, blood, and descent, die in him ; so 
all who are united by a living faith to 
Christ, the head of the regenerate race of 
man, are in Christ, and are united to him, 
as the branch to the stem, as the member to 
the body — they live in him, and by him. 
Thus is their union with him perfect, and 
the type complete. As well might we ex- 
pect that the sinless angels who have no 
union with Adam, should share his guilt 
and punishment, as that the children of 
Adam in their natural state should have an 
interest in the righteousness of Christ. By 
nature, by birth, we are all in Adam, but 
we are not in Christ. It is only those who 
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are in Adam, united to him^ and descended 
from him, who die in him, and perish with 
him, and so it is only those who are in 
Christ, and united to him, and believe in 
him, who can possibly live by him, and 
share the blessings of his salvation. Thus 
simply, literally, and accurately, as in Adam 
all die, that is, all who are in Adam, die in 
him and with him, so in Christ, all who 
are in Christ, and believe in him, and are 
new creatures in him, live by him. ^* We 
must be children before we can be heirs ;" 
we must be born again, and adopted into 
his family, before we can inherit the pro- 
mises entailed upon " his seed." How im- 
portant then the inquiry, " To which family 
do I belong ? Am I born again ? Am I 
IN Christ ? Have I been taught to repent, 
to believe in Jesus, to walk in newness of 
life? Of my union with the first Adam 
there can be no doubt, my heart tells me of 
that, but am I interested in the second 
Adam?" Oh most important matter of in- 
vestigation ! would that all would solemnly, 
and without delay, search and try their 
hearts, and prove their own selves whether 
they be in the faith ! 
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For, finally, let us remember that we do 
not as yet see the end of these things, nor 
the full accomplishment of this typical re- 
presentation. Evidences of the curse we both 
see and experience, in ourselves and in all 
around us ; in the world and in the church 
the sad consequences of Adam's rebellion 
are but too apparent ; and yet, blessed be 
God, something of the restoration in the 
second Adam may be felt and experienced 
by true believers ! In their own hearts 
they know something of the ^* consolation 
which is in Christ Jesus, and the comfort of 
love, " — * ' the secret of the Lord is with them," 
and though abidipgly sensible of their own 
sinfulness and manifold short-comings, in 
faith they look unto Jesus continually, and 
*' being justified by faith they have peace 
with God." Yet they do at best *' only see 
through a glass darkly," and '^though they 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, yet they 
groan within themselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of their 
bodies." 

Onward, therefore, we must yet look, if 
we would behold the full measure of the 
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curse. We must realise the day and the 
hour when the trumpet shall sound and 
the dead shall arise, when the judgment of 
the ^ ^ great white throne shall be set, and 
the books opened, and the dead small and 
great stand before God.'' We must listen 
with breathless attention for the utterance 
of the last fearful sentence upon the wicked 
— " Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels ;" and 
we must behold the great mass of mankind 
bending their sad desponding steps towards 
the open doors of their eternal prison ; we 
must witness the last &rewell, the unutter- 
able anguish, the terror, the dismay, the 
despair of that moment, before we shall un- 
derstand the full meaning of those compre- 
hensive words, ** In Adam all die !'* 

So on the other hand, if we would justly 
estimate the value of the blessing, we must 
anticipate that cheering summons, ^^Come 
ye blessed children of my Father, enter into 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world," and we must see 
the dead in Christ raised and glorified, the 
happy, the eternal union between their spi- 
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rits and immortal bodies ; we must see them 
going forth with their heavenly bridegroom, 
to take possession with him of his kingdom ; 
we must behold that bright and fair creation , 
" the new heavens and the new earth where- 
in dwelleth righteousness," and hear the 
glad tidings, " there shall be no more curse ;" 
then, and not till then, when Christ comes 
in his kingdom and glory to reign among 
his ancients eternally, then, and not till 
then, shall we comprehend the sententious 
words, " As in Adam all die, so in Christ 
shall all be made alive !" 

Brethren, we do not yet know the full ex- 
tent of the ourse entailed through Adam's 
disobedience on all his miserable children ; 
we do not yet know, nor can we yet com- 
prehend, the tmimaginable blessings secured 
to the children of the second Adam ; when 
" THE LORD FROM heaven" comcs again, 
then shall we know ! May God in great 
mercy grant that in that day we may be 
found in Christ ! May we now " abide in 
him !" " Now little children abide in him ; 
that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming." c 2 
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SERMON 11. 

» 

DAVID ASCENDING MOUNT OLIVET. 

Monday in Passion Week. 
2 Samuel xy. 30. 

*• And DAVID WENT UP BY THE ASCENT OF MOUNT 
OLIVET — AND WEPT AS HE WENT UP — AND HAD HIS 
HEAD COVERED — AND HE WENT BAREFOOT : AND 
ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WAS WITH HIM, COVERED 
EVERY MAN HIS BEAD, AND THEY WENT UP, WEEP- 
ING AS THEY WENT UP." 

Op all the typical persons whose histories 
we read in the Old Testament, not one is 
more remarkable than David. Originally 
called forth from obscurity by the special 
choice and favour of God, he was led through 
a series of bitter trials and much humilia- 
tion to the throne of all Israel. As Zion's 
glorious king, the. Lord's anointed, he be- 
* came a distinguished type of Messiah, not 
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• 

only as a prophet predicting his first and 
second coming, ai^d many striking particu- 
lars of both, but also being led by the Spirit 
to utter languiage in his trials and afflictions 
which was literally adopted by his great 
antitype in his parallel though far more in- 
tense sufferings. 

The portion of David's story connected 
with the touching description in the text, 
forms in many minute circumstances an 
accurate illustration of the suffering patience 
of Christ. Let our prayer be, that whether we 
meditate upon the penitential grief of David, 
or through him contemplate the deeper sor- 
rows of D avid's son and David's Lord, our 
eye may affect our heart, that we may mourn 
not merely with the sympathy of natural 
feeling, but with true godly sorrow, as our- 
selves the guilty cause of those deep and 
mysterious sufferings. Thus alone shall we 
be prepared to enter upon the consideration 
of the characters and offices of the Redeemer, 
which he has sustained for those who know 
'' the plague of their own hearts," and have 
been taught their need of a Saviour. 

Let us then consider, L The narrative 
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BEFORE US : and, II. Its application to 
THE Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. In reviewing this part of David's his- 
tory, two circumstances will solicit our 
attention. (I.) The depth of his degra- 
dation AND SUFFERINGS ; and', (2.) His 

ADMIRABLE CONDUCT UNDER THEM. (1.) 

David had now reigned many years over 
Israel ; he had been a most distinguished 
warrior, and had led his people on to many 
conquests ; he had been the idol of their 
affections since the day that they celebrated 
his success, saying, '^ Saul hath slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands."* 
He had raised his country to great repute 
as well by his piety and prudence, as by his 
skill in the field : he was now, too, grown 
old in their service, and feeble through age, 
and we might have expected that his hoary 
hairs would have added lustre to the glory 
of his crown in the eyes of his people. But, 
alas, his unnatural son Absalom '^ had stolen 
the hearts of the men of Israel" from him, 
and ** the conspiracy was strong, for the 
people increased continually with Absalom," 

* I Samuel xviii. 7. 
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till at length a messenger communicated 
the sad tidings to the sovereign, ** The 
hearts of the men of Israel are after Absa- 
lom." Oh fickle, ungrateful, treacherous 
people ! What could they see in this licen- 
tious, dissolute, and vain young man, that 
they should prefer him before his venerable 
father ? Pavid was panic-struck, *^ and 
said to all his servants that were with him 
at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee, for we 
shall ixot else escape from Absalom ; make 
haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, 
and bring evil upon us." So the king 
went forth, on foot, as the original word im- 
plies — not on his mule, or with royal state, 
but in humiliation, with haste, in much 
alarm ; banished from his house, his throne, 
his royal and sacred city, by his abandoned 
and reckless son. True, there were some 
among his people who sympathised in his 
affliction, for when his mournful train ap- 
peared, " all the country wept with a loud 
voice, as the king passed over the brook Ki- 
dron." " And David went up by the ascent 
of Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, 
and had his head covered, and he went 
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barefoot : and all the people that was with 
him, covered every man his head, and they 
went up, weeping as they went up !" Was 
there ever a more affecting scene, more 
touchingly and simply described ? What a 
depth of sorrow is here ! What humilia- 
tion ! That venerable monarch who had 
been so honoured of God, and so admired 
and envied by men, is now a wretched, and 
almost a deserted outcast, trembling before 
the face of his own son. Tokens of grief 
are upon all that company, tears fall plen- 
tifully from every eye, and the outward em- 
blem of excessive sorrow is adopted by each 
one of them, '' for they covered every man 
his head ;" but their royal master exhibited 
yet deeper prostration of spirit, for he alone 
" went barefoot !" We might almost ask 
with the prophet, *' Was there ever sorrow 
like unto this sorrow?" 

But there were some peculiar aggrava- 
tions of David's affliction which deserve to 
be noticed. It was a day of broken vows, 
and violated friendships. Some who had 
been his companions and advisers through 
life now deserted him, and betrayed his 
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interests to his son. Among these Ahitophel 
was conspicuous ; of him it was, that David 
wrote so plaintively :* "It was not an ene- 
my that reproached me, then I could have 
borne it ; neither was it he that hated me, 
that did magnify himself against me, then 
I would have hid myself from him. But it 
was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide and 
my acquaintance. We took sweet counsel 
together, and walked unto the house of God 
in company." Then he felt all the keenness 
of desertion and treachery. Others also 
took this opportunity of grossly reviling 
him. There was a man of the house of SauJ, 
Shimei by name, who followed this mourn- 
ful little band with cursings and opprobrious 
expressions. " He came forth, and cursed 
Still as he came, and he cast stones at David, 
and said. Come out, come out, thou bloody 
man, thou man of Belial : the Lord hath 
returned on thee all the blood of the house 
of Saul !" David was perfectly innocent of 
the blood of the house of Saul ; " truly they 
laid to his charge things that he knew not, 
the abjects gathered themselves together 

* Psalm Iv, 12—14. 

c5 
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against him, and he knew it not/** was un- 
conscious of the evil things imputed to him. 
Thus all men seemed leagued against him. 
His people, his former friends and counsel- 
lors, nay, his own son, ^^ lifted up his hand 
against him/' 

And yet in his cup of sorrow was there 
one ingredient which surpassed all these in 
bitterness. Although he was innocent of 
the blood of the house of Saul, there were 
past transactions which now evidently re- 
curred to the mind of David, the remem- 
brance of which made him painfully con- 
scious that all these humiliations and afflic- 
tions were penal, were the consequences of 
his own misconduct, and chastisements for 
his past sins. The words of the Lord, by 
Nathan the prophet, would now recur to 
him, when he predicted that though the 
Lord had mercifully forgiven those dreadful 
sins of which he had so truly and deeply 
repented, yet that God had decreed " that 
the sword should never depart from his 
house, because he had slain Uriah the Hit- 
tite with the sword of the children of Am- 

• Psalm XXXV. 11 — 15. 
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mon. The domestic calamities in which he 
kad since been involved, and all his present 
troubles, were the voice of God to David's 
conscience, ^'and the iron entered into his 
soul." Doubtless these self-abasing recol- 
lections were the cause of his deep humili- 
ation, and tended to produce that meek and 
unmurmuring submission with yhich he 
yielded to the correction of the Almighty. 
See, (2,) HIS admirable conduct 

THROUGHOUT ALL THESE AFFLICTIONS. It 

was a remjarkable trait in David's character, 
that he appeared to unite two almost oppo- 
site qualities : so bold and courageous was 
he, that he might be called '^ the lion of the 
tribe of Judah ;" and yet so gentle, so meek, 
so forgiving of injuries, that he was an apt 
emblem of * * Him who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to 
Him who judgeth righteously.** In all the 
protracted persecutions which he endured 
from the house of Saul, not one vindictive 
action nor one revengeful expression can be 
laid to his charge ;* nor would he allow 

* This remarkable fact may well be suggested to 
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any other person to Sivenge him of his ene- 
mies, leaving them in the hands of a righte- 
ous God. So upon the occasion before us we 
know not which most to admire, his profound 
submission to God, or his ready forgiveness 
of all his enemies. Thus, when Zadok the 
priest brought forth the ark of the covenant 
of God, tjiinking that David would take it 
with him in his banishment, as the token of 
the Divine presence, the answer of the king 
to Zadok was replete with humility : ** Carry 
back the ark of God into the city ; if I shall 
find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will 

those who are disposed to cavil at the strong denun- 
ciations of David, and his prayers for the destruction 
of his enemies. The idiom of the original will indeed, 
in most cases, allow such passages in the psalms to be 
interpreted simply as predictions, and not as prayers. 
And in other cases it is evident that David was writing ^y 
under inspiration of God, and uttering, not any vin- 
dictive feeling of his own, but the just indignation of 
God against the enemies of Messiah. The con- 
duct of David towards Saul, his bitterest enemy, and 
on this occasion towards Absalom and Shimei, proves 
to demonstration that he cherished no revengeful feel- 
ingSy and that the language of the psalmist must be 
otherwise interpreted. 
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bring me again, and shew me both it and 
his habitation ! But if he thus say, I have 
no delight in thee, behold here am I, let 
let him do to me as seemeth good to Him !" 
(v. 25, 26.) But a short time had elapsed 
since that same David had brought up this 
ark of God with songs of triumph and 
dances of joy to the Mount Zion, which 
God had chosen for himself. David's love, 
his intense desire for the habitation of God's 
house, and the place where his honour 
dwelt, is familiar to every reader of his 
beautiful psalms. What then must have 
been his profound submission to the will of 
God — what his sense of his own unworthi- 
ness, when in the contemplation of perpe- 
tual banishment from that place '* for which 
his flesh and his heart cried out," he could 
yet say, " Let him do to me as seemeth good 
to Him !" " Not my will but thine be done !'* 
His resignation was never surpassed except 
by Him of whom he was so eminent a type ! 
Consider also how, in this moment of ex- 
treme distress, he reposed in prayer upon 
the faithfulness of God. When he heard 
of the defection of Ahitophel, and dreaded 
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his influence in the counsels of Absalom, 
he knew that it was God alone who could 
render it powerless, and therefore to him he 
prayed, "O Lord, I pray thee, turn the 
counsel of Ahitophel into foolishness !" He 
asked no vengeance upon his treacherous 
friend ; but God saw fit, not only to grant 
his servant's request, but also ^^ to avenge 
him of his enemy." It is again incidentally 
mentioned, (v. 32,) that when he came to 
the top of the Mount of Olives, ** there he 
worshipped God." His submission was not 
that of one who dreaded or hated him who 
afflicted him, but it was the submission of a 
penitent child to a tender father, in whose 
love he could confide even while he smote 
him. 

Nor was his forgiveness of his enemies, 
nor his consideration for others, less conspi- 
cuous than his submission to God. Thus 
his flight from Jerusalem, that ungrateful 
city, appears to have been hastened by the 
fear that if he and his little band were over- 
taken there, the vengeance of Absalom 
might fall upon its inhabitants ; ^* Let us 
make speed to depart," said he, **lest he 
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overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon 

us, AND SMITE THE CITY WITH THE EDGE 

OF THE swoED.*' Towards that wretched 
man who insulted and cursed him, he ex* 
hibited the same forbearance. When some 
of his followers sought his permission to go 
and smite Shimei, who was cursing the 
Lord's anointed, the king said, " What have 
I to do with ye, ye sons of Zeruiah ? So let 
him curse, because the Lord hath said unto 
him. Curse David. Who shall then say, 
wherefore hast thou done so ? let him alone, 
and let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden 
him. It may be that the Lord will look on 
mine affliction, and that the Lord will requite 
me good for his cursing this day." He 
did not mean that Shimei had received a 
divine commission to curse him ; he knew 
that wicked man was only gratifying his 
corrupt and malevolent passions; but he 
saw the hand of God in the scourge of 
the tongue ; ^^ he knew that the wicked 
are the sword of God," wherewith he smites 
his people ; and therefore he would not 
allow Shimei to be molested, but meekly 
and patiently endured his long-continued 
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revilings. And as for Absalom, the head 
and cause of this rebellion and all its pain- 
ful consequences, involving the slaughter 
of twenty thousand men of Israel, who fell 
in one day, David not only forgave his re- 
bellious son, but, with undue and mis- 
placed affection, mourned his justly me- 
rited end, bitterly exclaiming, " O my son 
Absalom, — my son — my son Absalom, — 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, 
my son, my son !"* 

Now when we turn, II. to david's great 

ANTITYPE, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and Cn- 

deavour to trace the interesting analogy 
between them, the coincidences are so nu- 
merous and remarkable, that whether we 
have respect to his sufferings, or to the meek 
submission with which he bore them, we 
hardly know what particulars to select. 
The Lord Jesus Christ was, like David, 
Zion's lawful sovereign, the Lord's anointed ; 
like him, he was rejected by his own people^ 
and cast' out of the same city, a wanderer, 
deserted and forlorn, amidst those very 
scenes through which his forerunner had 

* 2 Samuel xviii. 33. 



DAVID ASCENDING MOUNT OLIVET. 41 

passed in these his hours of afHiction and dis- 
honour. One thousand years had rolled by 
when forth from the same gate of Jerusa- 
lem, across the same brook Kidron, and at 
the ascent of the same Mount Olivet, another 
mournful train was seen to issue, viz. 
Jesus and his disciples: — **When Jesus 
had spoken these words, he went forth with 
his disciples over the brook Cedron, where 
was a garden, into the which he entered, 
and his disciples.''* That sacred place of 
the Saviour's retirement the traitor knew ; 
for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his 
disciples. But now he went, like David, 
*' weeping as he went f now he sought 
a place where he might weep and pray : 
there he poured out his soul in anguish and 
agony — there his sweat fell down to the 
ground as it were great drops of blood I 
Who can enter into the sorrows of the 
Redeemer's soul? Who can tell what 
he then endured? David's sorrows were 
too much for him to bear — yet what were 
they, compared with the sufferings of David's 
Son? 

John xviii. 1^ 2. 



42 SERMON II. 

But it was not only in the remarkable 
coincidence of the place in which they suf- 
fered, nor in the depth of their suiSerings, 
that the analogy is to be traced between 
David and the Saviour. In many other 
particulars it obtains. The treason of David's 
subjects seemed as unaccountable as. it was 
general : he had never injured nor oppressed 
them ; he had, in fact, conferred upon them 
nothing but good : yet they rebelled against 
him, and cast him out. And equally u^- 
accountable was the bitter epmity exhi- 
bited by the Jews towards the blessed Jesus. 
He had not, indeed, dazzled their eyes with 
the splendour of temporal conquests, but 
for several years he had gone about doing 
good ; he had heialed the sick, and cast 
out devils, and opened the eyes of the 
blind, and raised the dead. For which 
of all these good d^eds did they persecute 
and slay him ? Yet he met with treatment 
very similar to that of David : the sad me- 
morials of David's affiictions recorded with 
his inspired pen actually describe as in a 
history the portion of the Redeemer. Ahi- 
tophel was there — Judas, his very counter- 
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part, both in his crime and in his condem- 
nation, betrayed his Lord, gave counsel to 
his enemies, and when he saw what he had 
done, like Ahitophel, he went and hanged 
himself; treachery and baseness in both 
instances terminating in suicide ! The hour 
of the Saviour's humiliation was an hour 
of desertion more complete than that of 
David, " for all his disciples forsook him and 
fled/' '* and he wa& left to tread the wine- 
press alone, and of the people there was 
none with him."* View him when he was 
led forth as a condemned criminal from the 
sacred city, compelled to bear that cross 
upon which he was at length by wicked 
hands extended : although, as in the case of 
David, there were some who wept, and 
pitied him, yet were there not a few of all 
ranks and classes who ridiculed and reviled 
him, and some who laid false charges 
against him, as did Shimei against David. 
** There followed him a great company of 
people, and of women, which also bewailed 
and lamented him.^'f As it was said of 
Davidi ^*all the country wept with aloud 

Isaiah Ixiii. 3. f Luke xxiii. 27, &c. 
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voice." Yet others spat upon him and buf- 
feted him, and mocked him ; and as he hung 
upon the cross, " they that passed by reviled 
him, wagging their heads and saying. If 
thou be the Son of God, come down from 
the cross. Likewise also the chief priests 
mocking him, with the scribes and elders, 
said, He saved others, himself he cannot 
save," &c. 

But we noticed in the cup of David's 
sorrows one ingredient exceeding all the 
rest in bitterness, which was eminently 
typical of those of Christ ; it was this, — that 
those sorrows were penal — ^they were the 
consequences of sin ! And even so was 
it with this mysterious sufferer. It was 
for sin he suffered : it was guilt which 
bathed him in a bloody sweat in the garden, 
and which withdrew his Father's presence 
on the cross. Guilt, not his own, but ours ! 
Guilt imputed to him, laid upon him — 
'^ when the Lord caused to meet upon him 
the iniquity of us all.'' This was the, arrow 
which pierced his bosom. His bodily suf- 
ferings never wrung from him one groan, 
one tear, one expression of sorrow — ^he was 
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" dumb with silence :" but the accumulated 
guilt of the whole world falling in concentra- 
ted force upon him in this eventful moment, 
appeared well nigh to crush him to the 
earth. The depth of that grief it is impossi- 
ble to fathom or describe. Of its nature 
the self-convicted sinner can form a faint 
conception from his own experience, when 
the wrath of God seems ready to burst upon 
him — ^whilst hell opens her mouth to re- 
ceive him, — and he is on the verge of de- 
spair from the tortures of an awakened con- 
science ! Of this nature were the Saviour's 
sufferings when ^^ he was made a curse for 
us," and God dealt with him as an accursed 
thing ! 

If now we turn from the sufferings of the 
Saviour to contemplate the unmurmuring 
submission and perfect patience with which 
he endured them, we shall further see how 
far he excelled David his prototype. Yet 
neither did Jesus resign himself to the will 
of God without a struggle. How did he 
wrestle in prayer that if possible the cup 
might be removed from him ! With what 
fervency did he pray to be spared those un- 
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utterable woes, if it were possible for the 
salvation of man to be otherwise accom- 
plished. And although not a murmur at 
any time escaped him^ yet it was not with- 
out vehement conflict that even he . could 
say, ** Nevertheless not my will, but thine 
be done !" * * The cup which my Father 
hath given me shall I not drink it ?' How 
many exquisite traits are there on record 
of his tender regard even for those who de- 
serted or denied him. He knew, for he 
predicted, that all his disciples would for- 
sake him that night, and be offended in 
him ; yet, at the moment of his apprehen- 
sion in the garden, he showed that ^' having 
loved his own, he loved them unto die 
end f for he said to his enemies, " If ye seek 
me, let these go their way ; that the saying 
might be fulfilled which he spake. Of them 
which ]thou gavest me have I lost none."* 
" Many waters could not quench his love," 
nor many proofs of selfishness and unbelief 
destroy it So when Peter was denying 
him even with cursings and oaths, while 
his Master was subjected to the cruel treat- 

* John xviii. 8, 9. 
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ment of his oppressors, *^ He turned and 
looked upon the fallen Peter'* with such 
tenderness, and such gentle reproof, that 
it melted Peter's heart, and * ' he went out 
and wept bitterly."* Who but this gra- 
cious forgiving Saviour would have wrought 
a miracle of mercy upon the person of one 
of those evil men who seized him ? When 
Peter had cut off the ear of the high priest's 
servant, Jesus fearing, perhaps, that ven- 
geance might be taken upon his disciples, 
and wishing also to set a perfect example 
of love to the fiercest enemy, said, "Suffer 
ye thus far ? and he touched his ear and 
healed him."t -^.t the judgment-seat of 
•Pilate, before the high priest, and before 
'Herod, *^he was as a sheep before her 
shearers, dumb ; he opened not his mouth." 
** If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil," said he to one of his persecutors, 
"but if well, why smitest thou me?" 
Calm, composed, unruffled, he passed 
through every stage of insult and suffering, 
without irritation or anger ; no hasty word 
escaped his lips; and when the crisis had 

* Luke xxii. 61, 62. t v. 51. 
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nearly arrived, and the rage of his furious 
enemies had nearly expended itself, his 
prayer ascended in their behalf— '* Father, 
forgive them, they know not what th^ 
do !" Oh most wonderful instance of suf* 
fering and sorrow ! Oh unparalleled ex- 
ample of patience, meekness, and love! 
Oh that we might have an interest in those 
meritorious agonies, and might follow that 
divine example of submission to God and 
man ! 

This may well lead us to inquire, with 
what feelings should we contemplate such 
a scene as this ? How ought we to be af- 
fected at this season when we are more 
especially invited to meditate upon the pas- 
sion and death of our Lord and Saviour? 
It is almost impossible to be quite unmoved 
by such a narrative ; the most indifferent 
must be touched by it, the attention of the 
most careless must be fixed by it. Oft as the 
tale has been told, it is so exquisitely beau- 
tiful and simple, that though it were a fic- 
tion, it must excite a momentary sympathy : 
the natural feelings even of the most ob^ 
durate must be awakened. Yet is it not 
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enough that we believe all these wonderful 
events to be. true ; nor will it avail us any- 
thing that we be greatly moved by them, 
unless our convictions and our feelings pro- 
duce other and more abiding effects: we 
must ** have fellowship with his suffer- 
ings ;" we must " drink of his cup, we 
must be baptized with his baptism/' Our 
sorrow must be of the same nature as his sor- 
row; notthe mere natural emotion which even 
any well-told tale might awaken, but that 
"godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto 
salvation, not to be repented of." We must 
join the sorrowing train of David, and, as 
it were, cover our heads, and go barefoot, 
weeping as we go — weeping for sin — mourn- 
ing not merely because Jesus suffered, but 
because he suffered for us — lamenting his 
death, not as the angels might who gazed 
with wonder on the mystic scene, but as 
they did *' who smote their breasts at that 
sight, and departed." In a word, we must 
weep for ourselves as the criminals who 
occasioned his sufferings — we must trace 
every pang which rent his heart to our own 
bosoms, to the sins that there lie concealed 

D 
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— " for he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed !"* 
Until we feel and lament this with com- 
punction of heart, we shall neither be pre- 
pared to enter aright into the history of 
his sufferings^ nor to value as we ought the 
salvation which he thereby obtained for us. 
Oh for that excellent gift of God, '* a bro- 
ken heart, and a contrite spirit !" Oh that 
we may learn so to mourn that we may be 
eternally comforted, and so to- follow Jesus 
in affliction, in humiliation and sorrow, 
that we may come again with him rejoicing 
in that day which will soon appear, and 
which he foretold, when he said to his sor- 
rowing disciples, " I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you ! " t 

* Isaiah liiL 5. f John xvi. 22. 
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SERMON III. 

Tuesday. 

ZERUBBABEL. 

Zechabiah iv. 6 — 10. 

''Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, 
This is the word of the Lord unto Zsrub- 
babel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but 
BY MY Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who 

ART THOU, O great MOUNTAIN ? BEFORE ZeRUB- 

babel thou shalt became a plain: and he shall 
bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, grace, grace unto it i 
Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto 
ME, SAYING, The hands ofZerubbabel have laid 

THE FOUNDATION OF THIS HOUSE; HIS HANDS SHALL 
ALSO FINISH IT ; AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT THE 

Lord of hosts hath sent me unto roo. For 

D 2 



WHO HATH DESPISED THE DAY OF SHALL THINGS ? 
FOR THEY SHALL REJOICE, AND SHALL SEE THB 
PLUMMET IN THE HAND OF ZeRUBBABEL WITH THOSB 
SEVEN; THEY ARE THE EYES OF THE LoRD, WHICH 
HON TO AND FBO TBBOUGH THE WHOLE EARTH." 

Zerubbabel was the first governor of 
Judah after their return from Babylon ; 
he was of the family of David, and one of 
the progenitors of Messiah. In the conspi- 
cuous part which he took in their restoration, 
and in the erection of the second temple, it 
has appeared evident, as well to Jewish as 
to Christian commentators, that he was a 
type of Messiah ; not so much of his person 
and character, as of the mode in which the 
Lord has been pleased to build his temple 
under the gospel dispensation, and to esta- 
blish his kingdom. The language addressed 
to Zerubbabel by the prophets in the name 
of the Lord, on several occasions, appears 
more applicable to Messiah than to him ; 
and the closing verses of the prophecy of 
Haggai, although spoken to Zerubbabel by 
name, cannot be confined to him. " Speak 
to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, 
I will shake the heavens and the earth, 
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and will overthrow the throne of kingdoms. 

In that day, saith the Lord of 

hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my 

servant and will make thee as a 

signet : for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord 
of hosts/' None can doubt but that there 
was promise here of that Son of the blessed, 
who would be as " the signet on the right 
hand of the Most High." A review of the 
circumstances in which Zerubbabel and his 
little band of followers were placed at this 
crisis of their history, and their patient per- 
severance in building the second temple 
until they completed it, will afford us ample 
materials of typical illustration. 

In dependence, therefore, upon divine 
teaching, I shall endeavour to show that the 
undertaking of Zerubbabel was typical of 
that of Christ in three particulars : — 

I. In the feebleness of its origin, 

AND the obstacles WHICH OPPOSED THEM- 
SELVES. 

II. In THE MEANS BY WHICH THOSE OB- 
STACLES WERE OVERCOME. 

III. In ITS FINAL COMPLETION AND TRI- 
UMPH. 
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First. Nothing can well be conceived more 
feeble and disconsolate than the condition 
of God's people at this period. See them 
under the decree of Cyrus, a little band, 
(many of their countrymen sinfully prefer- 
ring to continue in Babylon)— see them 
issuing forth from the land of their captivity, 
painfully pursuing their difficult and dan- 
gerous path through the desert to the land 
of their fathers : they reach the sacred spot, 
hallowed and endeared to them by so many 
interesting recollections : — ^but where is their 
mighty city? and where their gorgeous 
temple ? Levelled with the dust ! How 
shall they remove even the ruinous heaps 
which must first be cleared ? and how can 
they, in their poverty and feebleness, in- 
dulge a hope of success in restoring the 
sacred edifice ? We do not wonder that they 
were nearly overwhelmed with sorrow and 
despondency. Having erected a temporary 
altar for sacrifices, it was not until " the se- 
cond year" that they began the undertaking 
of rebuilding the temple. Then indeed 
Zerubbabel, and Joshua the high priest, 
and his sons, and the Levites, and tlie 
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people, assembled, with much zeal to do the 
work : but when Zerubbabel laid the first 
stone, " many wept with a loud voice," 
while some ** shouted for joy :" with these 
mingled feelings of joy and sorrow was the 
work commenced. Scarcely were the foun- 
dations laid, when a violent opposition arose 
from the inhabitants of the land, '' who 
weakened the hands of the people of Judah, 
and troubled them in building, and hired 
counsellors against them to frustrate their 
purpose" at the court of Babylon. And so 
far did these wicked men prevail, that they 
obtained a decree against the Jews, and 
stopped them " by force and power ;" so 
the work was suspended fourteen years ! 
What a sad interval of disappointment! 
During all these years did the children of 
Judah look upon the unfinished walls of 
their temple, the pious men among them 
weeping over them, and lamenting the dis- 
pleasure of God, which had brought upon 
them this fresh humiliation. So greatly 
were they dispirited, that it was not until 
Grod had sent several prophets to Zerub- 
babel and Joshua, urging them to arise and 
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build, and- threateaing them with famine 
and other judgments, that they were at 
length induced to resume their under- 
taking. They saw " mountains"* of diffi- 
culties in the way, which appeared impas- 
sable ; many said, " the time is not come ;" 
they were despised as " a day of small 
things," and therefore the animating words 
of the text were addressed to them, "Who 
art thou, O great mountain 1 before Zerub- 
babel thou shalt become a plain." And he 
was assured that as he had laid the iirst 
stone in sorrow and tears fourteen years 
before, so should he also live to place the top 
stone on the building with triumphant 
" shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it !" 
And to whatever portion of the early his- 
tory of Christianity or of its founder we 
may turn, we are struck with the remarkable 
analogy. How silently and obscurely did 
Christ himself steal upon the world ! He 
was like " a root out of a dry ground ;" " he 
did not strive nor cry ;" his mighty power 
lay concealed in the garb of humility. His 
manifestation was in weakness ; the babe at 
• SeeHaggai i. 9— 11. 
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Bethlehem, or the bumble teacher, or the 
despised and rejected man of sorrows ; the 
betrayed, condemned, the crucified : in the 
eyes of men how poor, how contemptible his 
origin ! See him in his death and burial — 
himself at once the precious corner-stone, 
the sure foundation-stone, and the wise 
master-builder : see, they lay bis body in 
that cave in the garden : — bow !»tt!e did they 
know what they were doing ! Little did 
they imagine, as in tears and sorrow they 
wrapped the sacred body of Jesus and laid 
it in the sepulchre of Joseph, that they were 
laying that stone in Zion on which the whole 
church of God's elect was to be built from 
the beginning unto the end of time ! Ho\v 
disconsolate those builders ! — all their hopes 
seemed to perish with him ! " We trusted 
that it bad been he which should have re- 
deemed Israel — and, beside all this, to-day 
is the third day since these things were 
done !"* And even after he had arisen 
from the dead, and appeared unlo them and 
comforted them, what hope was there, ac- 
cording to any known principles of human 

* Lukexxiv. 21.' 

D 5 
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wisdom, that a little band of eleven ** un- 
learned and ignorant men/' trembling 
through fearof their own bigoted countrymen, 
should be able to uproot heathenism, the 
growth of ages, and to overthrow the vain 
superstitions and idolatrous worship of the 
then known world? What mountains of 
difficulty presented themselves ! Every- 
thing was opposed to them : the Jewish 
world with all its Rabbinical traditions ; the 
heathen world, with all its pride and power ; 
the carnal world, deeply entrenched in the 
heart of every man by nature ; — was not the 
undertaking entrusted to the disciples of 
Jesus incomparably more diflSicult and 
perilous than that committed to Zerubbabel 
and his brethren ? It was indeed a day of 
small things, and many despised it,::atid 
regarded it as chimerical ; but, diviiife in 
its origin, and upheld by divine agency, 
nothing could obstruct its progress. 

And yet not a whit less formidable are 
the obstacles which oppose themselves in the 
heartof every individual who feels the power 
of divine grace. That grace is generally 
but*' a day of small things" at its com- 
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mencement. It is a wish, a sigh, a tear, a 
conviction ; it spreads, it increases, it dif- 
fuses itself like leaven hid in the meal. And 
then what conflict, what opposition, what 
resistance, commences in the soul ! The 
trembling penitent, and sometimes even 
the established believer, when he contem- 
plates the number and fierceness of his spi- 
ritual enemies, which rise on every side like 
mountains one above another— when he feels 
corruption within, and temptation without, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, he is 
ready to exclaim, "Who is suflicient for these 
things?" Some have even for years sat 
down in despair ; the work was left, like the 
temple at Jerusalem, unfinished : and not 
until the Lord had spoken to them by bitter 
trials, afflictions, and chastisements, were 
they aroused, like Zerubbabel, to begin 
the work anew, relying on the promises of 
Grod. It is seldom indeed that the spiritual 
building is erected in any heart without in- 
te'rryption, or suspension. Whether by 
fraud, or " by force and power,*' the enemy 
at times prevails, and the hands of the builder 
hang down, and his knees wax feeble ; and 
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were it not for some such promises as those 
of the text, how could he persevere ? But 
the words sound sweetly in his ear, * * Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts !" 

This leads me to show, secondly, how in 
every case, whether in the building of 
ZerubbabeFs temple, or in the first establish- 
ment of Christianity, or in its progress in 
the heart of an individual, all these obsta« 
cles are overcome. The message of the 
prophet, must have been most consolatory to 
these helpless Jews. They felt their own 
weakness, and justly estimated the greatness 
of the work in which they were engaged ; 
the declaration was therefore exactly suited 
to them, " NOT by might, nor by power/* 
It is not your own wisdom, skill, strength, 
courage nor ability, which can build this 
house of the Lord — you are weak and few in 
number — but the work depends not on an 
arm of flesh ; *' by my Spirit alone can it be 
accomplished/* Let us here, however, ob- 
serve, that it by no means followed that they 
might relax their efforts; the message of 
the prophet was not sent to encourage them 
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m idleness, but to animate them to exertion. 
And this was the effect of it on these build- 
ers of the temple ; they watched, they strove, 
they toiled, amidst enemies and diSculties ; 
as did their successors fift} years afterwards 
under Nehemiah, when the workmen who 
repaired the walls of Jerusalem, " held the 
trowel in one hand and the sword in the 
other ;*' but after all their exertions, and 
best endeavours, they were taught that a 
greater power than theirs was necessary to 
bring the work to a favourable conclusion. 
They learned that ''except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain who build it : 
except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain :"* ''those seven — they 
are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and 
fro through the whole earth,'V they must 
watch over the work, or it cannot prosper. 
And it is very carefully noted by the pro- 
phet Haggai, that it was not until the Spirit 
of God was poured out upon them that these 
men devoted themselves to the work. "And 

THE LORD STIRRED UP THE SPIRIT of Zorub- 

babel, the son of Shealtiel, governor of 

* Psalm cxxvii. 1. 
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Judah, and the spirit of Joshua, the son of 
Josedech the high priest, and the spi- 
rit OF ALL THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE, 

and they came and did the work in the 
house of the Lord of hosts, their God."* 
" They came and did the work," and 
" obeyed the voice of the Lord their God," 
when the " Lord stirred up their spirit," 
and not before. And when their enemies 
conspired against them as on the first occa- 
sion, '^the eye of their God was upon the 
elders of the Jews, that they could not cause 
them to cease ;"f the Spirit of God was in 
them, and his watchful providence was over 
them ; so they " built and prospered." 

Easy and natural is the application of 
this part of the ancient narrative to the gos- 
pel history. The kingdom of Christ was 
not established in the earth by human power, 
wisdom, or strength. The apostles and first 
missionaries had no influence in their own 
nation, nor in any other. Human philosophy, 
science, and eloquence, far from lending 
their aid in the first establishment of Christ*- 
ianity in the world, were, on the contrary, 

* Haggai i. 12—14. f Ezra v. 5. 
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ranged upon the side of its enemies ! The 
fact is indisputable, that Christianity has 
from the beginning been diffused through 
the nations by means wholly different from 
those by which Paganism, Romanism, and 
the religion of the false prophet were esta- 
blished. These, and every other form of 
error, can all be traced to human force or 
human fraud — pure Christianity to neither ! 
The religion of God, not only unaided by 
human power, but opposed by all the energy 
of the great, and all the cunning of the 
wicked, insinuated itself into the hearts of 
men, "they knew not how:*' and contem- 
plating the objects to be attained, and the 
instruments by which they were accom- 
plished, we can only exclaim with the pro- 
phet, " Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts ! " This 
great truth it was, that our Lord carefully 
inculcated upon the minds of his disciples 
before he suffered. *^ It is expedient for you," 
said he, " that I go away ; for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will send him unto 
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you."* It was he, "the Spirit of- truth, 
which was to conviuce the world of wn, oj^ 
righteousnesfl, and of jadgment." The pro- 
mulgatioQ of the gospel was therefore sus* 
pended unlil the Spirit was poured out ftom 
on high upon the disciples. There was a 
solemn and mysterious pause in the evange* 
lisation. of the world while the risen body of 
Jesus remained on the earth ! Nor only so ; 
after his ascension, and after he had delivered 
his parting injunction, ''Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture," yet the disciples went not ; they 
could not, they must not, nor were they 
qualified to open their lips in his name, 
untiJ thej "had received power after that 
the Holy Ghost had come upon them/'f 
*' Behold," also said the ascending Lord, "I 
send the promise of my Father upon you," — 
the Holy Ghost : '' but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with powei 
from on high !"| And they did so— giving 
themselves only unto prayer, until the day 
of Pentecost was fully come, when the gift 

* John.xvL passim, f Acts i. 8. J Luke xxiv.49. 
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of the spirit fell abundantly upon them, and 
dl^ree thousand souls wete added to the Lord 
in one day. From that time forth ** they 
builded and prospered ;" the spiritual temple 
of the Lord rose majestically upon the ruins 
of heathenism in its thousand forms : diflBcul- 
ties were muViio^ied indeed, but oily to be 
successively overcome ; enemies innamer- 
able appeared in array against them, but it 
was only to be subdued ; mountains of dif- 
ficulty became plains before the hidden and 
mystical power of Zerubbabel ; the little 
one became a thousand, the day of small 
things had passed away. These eleven men 
went forth, preaching nothing but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified ; yet the schools 
of the philosophers could not refute their 
doctrine ; the Jewish rabbins had no power 
to suppress it ; a light was kindled in the 
world which persecution could not extin- 
guish, and the darkness of paganism fled 
away ! In less than three centuries the 
whole civilised world had received the 
truth, and not till then did '' kings become 
its nursing fathers, and queens its nursing 
mothers." " It was not by might, nor by 
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power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts." 

And the history of the gospel in its pro- 
gress in the church and in the world, finds 
a parallel in the heart of every individual. 
Soon does the real Christian learn, by sad 
and humbling experience, the truth of his 
Master's word, "Without me ye can do 
nothing." Soon does he find "his own 
strength to be perfect weakness ;" — yet he 
knows full well that this is no excuse for in- 
dolence : he remembers how the builders of 
the second temple wrought, he reads how 
the apostles of the Lord laboured and toiled 
and preached from city to city, as if all the 
power were theirs, while at the same time 
they proclaimed their own insufiiciency, 
and said, that Paul might plant, and Apbl- 
los water, ^ * but God alone could give the 
increase." So every true follower of the 
apostles and prophets will diligently use all 
those divine ordinances, which God has ap- 
pointed as the means of his salvation. He 
will read, and meditate, and pray, and 
strive ; he will frequent the house of God, 
and often receive the sacrament of the Lord's 
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supper ; he will at proper seasons add fast- 
ing to prayer, labouring in every way to 
mortify sin in his heart, and reduce the flesh 
to the spirit ; and having done all, he will 
say, " It is not by might, nor by power, but 
by God's Spirit :" — " it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy"— in vain I attempt 
** to work out my own salvation with fear 
and trembling," except God be pleased ** to 
work in me both to will and to do according 
to his good pleasure :" if I have attained to 
anything, ** by the grace of God I am what 
I am" — " not unto me, not unto me, but 
unto thy name, OGod, be all the praise," — 
all my spiritual life, sanctity, comfort, pros- 
perity, is from thee ; "all my fresh springs 
are in thee ;" *' in the Lord have I right- 
eousness and strength ;" " in me, that is, in 
my flesh, dwelleth no good thing;" but 
** when I am weak then am I strong ;" and 
while " without thee I can do nothing," " I 
can do all things through Christ that 
strengtheneth me." Every one in whose 
heart these truths live and flourish, shall 
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*• build and prosper •/' yea, he shall be built 
up in Christ Jesus, and edified — for " we 
are God's building," and strengthened with 
might by God's Spirit in the inner man," 
'* Strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might," he shall " go from strength to 
strength ;" " the Lord will give both grace 
and glory, and no good th'ng will he with- 
hold from those that walk uprightly !"* 

This leads me, thirdly, to show that Ze- 
rubbabel was yet further a type of Christ 
and his kingdom, in the glorious comple- 
tion OP HIS UNDERTAKING. This was dis- 
tinctly and minutely predicted in the con- 
solatory words of Zechariah, '* Before Ze- 
rubbabel every mountain shall become a 
plain." Although the work had been so 
long interrupted, although it was now four- 
teen years since the governor of Judah '* had 
laid the foundation of this house," and 
though many might imagine the work would 
never be completed, yet the Lord by his 
prophet declared not only that " the head- 
stone should be brought out with shoutings," 

* Psalm Ixxxiv. 11. 
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but that ^' HE," Zerubbabel, the governor, 
should himself perform this blessed work : 
** The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house, his hands shall 
ALSO FINISH IT ; and thou shalt know 
that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto 
you." This fact was to be a sign to them, 
by this they should know that Zechariah 
was a prophet of the Lord, viz. that the 
very man who had begun to build, should 
himself finish the temple, and this triumph- 
antly. And when "they should see the 
plummet in the hands of Zerubbabel," mea- 
suring the work, and ascertaining that all 
was finished and perfect, then they should 
triumphantly inquire, " who," where is he 
"who hath despised the day of small 
things?'* let him come forth now and con- 
fess bis unbelief with shame and sorrow — 
let him acknowledge that the " eyes of the 
Lord," " the seven" spirits, have been over 
us, and his power manifested in us, and we 
will sing our hallelujahs and praise the 
Lord." The accurate fulfilment of this pre- 
diction is recorded in Ezra :* " And the el- 

* Ezra vi. 14 22. 
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ders of the Jews builded and prospered ; and 
this house was finished on the third day of 
the month Adar. And the children of Israel 
kept the dedication of this house of God 
with joy ... . for the Lord had made 
them joyful, and strengthened their hands 
in the work of the house of God, the God 
of Israel.'* 

What a beautiful type is here of the final 
completion of all the purposes of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord ! His hand laid the 
foundation-stone of his universal spiritual 
temple— laid it too, in sorrow, and tears, and 
humiliation, and ^^his hand shall bring 
forth the headstone with shoutings, crying, 
Grace, grace unto it !" Indications were 
clearly given in the first ages of Christianity 
of what he can do and will do : grace had 
then its triumphs, neither few nor unim- 
portant. And in the silent but effectual 
diffusion of God's truth in the hearts of 
men, in successive generations, the promise 
and the prophecy has had in some sense its 
accomplishment. Each individual member 
of Christ's kingdom is himself a temple of 
the Holy Ghost, ' * a habitation of God 
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through the Spirit." In each soul that is 
savedy the same hand that lays the found- 
ation-stone lays the top-stone ; Jesus is 
** the author and the finisher of our faith :^ 
according to the confidence expressed by the 
apostle Paul to the Philippians, " Being 
confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you, will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ.''* 
He who first teaches the eye to weep, and 
the heart to mourn over sin, he who leads 
the penitent to himself as the only refuge 
of the lost and guilty,* that same hand shall 
furnish the soul with all the gifts and 
graces of the Spirit, and will sanctify, pre- 
serve, and keep it even unto his eternal 
kingdom and glory. And as of each, so 
much more of all ! The day of the Re- 
deemer's triumph is at hand — ^the day of 
deliverance for his church draws nigh ; 
long has she worn the garments of sack- 
cloth and sorrow, soon shall she be clad 
with joy and glory. Or retaining the 
figure of the text, the temple of the Lord 
is in rapid progress towards its completion ; 

• Philip, i. 6. 
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many a rough stone, hewn out of the quarry 
of corrupt nature, and dug out of the pit 
of sin and guilt, has been squared, and 
polished, and fitted to its place in the build- 
ing of God ; soon shaM. *' the number of 
God's elect be accomplished, and his king- 
dom come ;" then will fhe last stone, the 
top-stone, the headstone, be brought forth 
with shoutings ; then will the divine Arti- 
ficer himself appear again, and with his own 
hand complete what himself began : and 
who shall declare the triumph of that day ? 
That great event which is the burthen of all 
prophecy, sha^I at length take place, that 
which was to the ancient seers as a bright 
spot in the far distant horizon, shell be clear- 
ly revealed ; they desired to see that day, and 
were not permitted ; bat they shall see it — 
and we shall see it— and all the mighty dead 
who have died in the Lord shall be there 
to welcome the dawn of that day whose 
sun shall never set. And then shall every 
unsightly scaffold which now obscures the 
temple of our God be removed, and the 
matchless building shall be revealed— his 
church— whereof prophets and apostles were 
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the foundation, and himself the chief cor- 
ner-stone — and beholding it, **the morning 
stars shall again sing together, and all the 
sons of God shall shout for joy," " crying, 
Grace, grace unto it !" Their new song, 
and their harps of gold, and golden vials 
full of odours, are described in Rev. v. 9 ; 
and their multitude in Rev, vii. 9 — 17, 
" when God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes." Then again shall it be 
asked, " who hath despised the day of small 
things ?" Where are those mine enemies 
who would not have me to reign over 
them ? where are they who despised my 
cross, condemned my people, and spurned 
my salvation ? Behold ! they are silent 
in darkness ! and " their portion is black- 
ness of darkness for ever !" 

How urgently, then, should we pursue 
the inquiry in our own hearts — does this 
great Saviour reign now in my soul ? Is 
the first stone of a spiritual building laid 
there ? Have I ever sought him carefully 
and with tears? Oh let us beware of 
building our hopes on any false founda- 
tion ! Many build oi;i the sand ; many 

£ 
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trust to themselves, and lean upon their own 
righteousness, which will prove to them a 
broken reed in the day of trial ! Let us 
rather contemplate Christ, the only sure 
foundation-stone as at this time laid in Zion, 
laid in sorrow, sufferings, and death : on him 
let us build our hopes of salvation as lost 
and guilty sinners : ^' to whom coming as 
unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of 
men, but chosen of God and precious, we 
also as living stones shall be built up, a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ/'* 

And let all whose hopes are placed on 
him, all *' who believe in him," and to 
whom *'he is precious,"t commit their 
souls to him with assured confidence 
that he *' will never leave nor forsake 
them :" let them be persuaded that he who 
has laid the foundation-stone in their hearts 
will eventually bring forth the top-stone, 
and that it shall never be said of Him, 
^^ This man began to build, and was not able 
to finish." The Lord will perfect that 

• 1 Peter ii. 4, 6. + v. 7. 
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which concemeth them; and, after they 
have suffered a while, he will not only 
stahlish, strengthen, settle them in the 
truth, but will doubtless "receive them 
with glory." " Now unto him who alone 
is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
sent you faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever, 
Amen.'* 
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76 



SERMON IV. 



Wednesday. 

ELIAKIM. 

Isaiah xxii. 20 — 24. 

" And it shall come to pass in that day, that 

I WILL call my servant ELIAKIM THE SON OF 

hilkiah : And I will clothe him with thy 

ROBE, and strengthen HIM WITH THY GIRDLE, 
AND I WILL COMMIT THY GOVERNMENT INTO HIS 
HAND : AND HE SHALL BE A FATHER TO THE INHA- 
BITANTS OF JERUSALEM,. AND TO THE HOUSE OF 
JUDAH. And THE KEY OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID 
WILL I LAY UPON HIS SHOULDER: SO HE SHALL 
OPEN, AND NONE SHALL SHUT; AND HE SHALL SHUT, 
AND NONE SHALL OPEN. AnD I WILL FASTEN HIM 

as a nail in a sure place ; and he shall be 
for a glorious throne to his father*s house. 
And they shall hang upon him all the 
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GLORY OF HIS FATHEr's HOUSE, THE OFFSPRING 
AND THE ISSUE, ALL VESSELS OF SMALL QUANTITY' 
FROM THE VESSELS OF CUPS, EVEN TO ALL THE 
VESSELS OF FLAGONS." 



From the words which immediately pre- 
cede the text, we learn that there was a 
certain person named Shebna, (not Shebna 
the pious scribe, but a wicked man of the 
same name,) who had been prime minister 
to Ahaz, the immediate predecessor of good 
king Hezekiah. This man, though the 
friend of so impious a king, had been re- 
tained in his office as head of Hezekiah's 
household ; until God, incensed by his 
pride and wickedness, commissioned his 
prophet Isaiah to dismiss him, and instal 
Eliakim in his room. Not content with 
the wealth and station to which he had 
attained, Shebna had resolved that the 
same pomp in which he lived, should be 
displayed in his burial; and had accord- 
ingly '^ hewed himself out a sepulchre on 
high, and graven an habitation for himself 
in a rock." But the Lord declared, *' that 
he would carry him away with a mighty 
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captivity, and violently tnrn and toss him, 
like a ball, into a large country, where he 
should die — and be the shame of his Lord's 
house ; he should be driven from his sta- 
tion, and from his state he should be pulled 
Jown/' God had also provided a pious 
uccessor, worthy of good king Hezekiah, 
whom he should serve : ** I will call my 
servant Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah," and 
he would invest him with the insignia of 
office, of which Shebna should be deprived : 
** I will clothe him with thy robe, and 
strengthen him with thy girdle, and commit 
thy government into his hands,"— and he 
would exercise a paternal influence over 
the people, and not be a tyrant and op- 
pressor, as Shebna had been : ^* He shall 
be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem/' Yet his sway should be absolute, 
and none should be able to cope with 
him : " The key of the house of David 
will I lay upon his shoulder ; so he shall 
open, and none shall shut; and he shall 
shut, and none shall open." Stability 
should be the character of his government : 
^' I will fasten him as a nail in a sure 
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place :'' and glory should be reflected by 
him upon his father's hoyse, so that his re- 
motest posterity would look back and boast 
of Eliakim as the greatest man that ever 
ennobled them : " They shall hang upon 
him all the glory of his father's house." 
Whereas of Shebna God further declared, 
(v. 25,) that though he seemed to be a nail 
in a sure place, "that nail shall be re- 
moved, and be cut down and fall : and the 
burden which was upon it shall be cut off, 
for the Lord hath spoken it." 

Now, if we are to suppose that this re- 
markable passage was intended to refer sole- 
ly and exclusively to the persons immedi- 
ately spoken of, viz. Shebna and Eliakim, 
we should certainly wonder that such strong 
and vigorous language should be applied 
to persons of whom so little is recorded in 
the sacred history. But if we believe that 
a greater than Eliakim is here intended^ 
and that the personal character, office, and 
work of the Redeemer are here set forth, 
then the language appears wonderfully 
adapted to the occasion. Neither have we 
the least hesitation in asserting, that " the 
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spirit of prophecy here testified of Jesus :*' 
not only does the name Eliakim signify 
**the resurrection of God," or "the God 
of the resurrection," but that risen and 
glorified Lord himself quotes a portion of 
this passage, and claims it for himself. We 
shall therefore leave the historical inter- 
pretation, and dwell upon these words as a 
glorious prediction of Messiah, under the 
name of Eliakim. 

I. Messiah is God's elect, his chosen, 
HIS SERVANT, Called and set apart for the 
great work of redemption — " I will call 
MY SERVANT Eliakim :" and he obeys the 
call, saying, " Lo ! I come to do thy will, 
oh my God !" The humiliation of God 
the Son is here set forth, as voluntarily be- 
coming a servant, not to men, for that is 
not the point here insisted on, but to his 
Father — " I have called my servant !" 
This is the great truth here revealed — He who 
was the brightness of his Father's glory and 
the express image of his person, ^' He who 
was from eternity with God, and was God," 
"He who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
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God, made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant." 
Mark the degradation — the humiliation — 
the Creator takes upon him the form of 
the CREATURE — He whom angelic hosts 
obeyed, himself obeys — He who was served 
became a servant — He who had lived but 
to command, now submits to serve God-^— 
obeys, worships, and as touching his man- 
hood, became inferior ! Had he taken on 
him the nature of angels, his humiliation 
would IN THIS RESPECT havc been the same 
— he made himself inferior to God, and 
took the place, station, form, and character 
of one who serves. " My Father is greater 
than I," he exclaims; " I can of mine own 
self do nothing : as I hear, I judge : and 
™y judgment is just ; because I seek not 
mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me/'* This essential God- 
head of Christ breaks forth through his own 
description of his humiliation ! For it could 
have been no degradation for any other 
being than God himself to have become a 
servant of God. It is the highest honour 

• John V. 30. 
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of the angels and the archangels to be the 
servants of God, to obey and worship him : 
the bright ones before the throne fly swiftly 
to do his pleasure — wherein, then, would 
consist the humiliation of Messiah in con- 
senting to be inferior to God, except he 
were before equal with him ? Let us here 
adore the love of Him who, though he was 
rich in all the glories of heaven, volun- 
tarily abdicated its high throne, and became 
'' poor for us, that we through his poverty 
might be made rich !" And while we con- 
template the majesty of his kingdom, and 
behold him invested with all the glory of 
his Father *s house, let us remember that 
though a Son — the only begotten, and co-r 
equal Son of the Father, he became a ser- 
vant for us. *' I have called my servant 
Eliakim ;" called, chosen, and set him 
apart for this oflSce, and this work which 
he has to do. 
Next, II. Behold him invested with 

THE INSIGNIA OF GOVERNMENT, AND SEE 
THE PATERNAL MANNER IN WHICH HE EXE-r 

GUTES if: — *^I will clothe him with thy 
robe, and strengthen hiin with thy girdle. 
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and I will commit thy government into his 
hand." He shall both wear the outward de- 
corations of office, and possess the power and 
authority which they signify. So when St. 
John saw the glorified Lord, he beheld ** one 
like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle."* And 
this prophet Isaiah, in his visions of the 
Messiah who was to come, ever beheld 
the authority with which he was to be in- 
vested, though connected with his incarna- 
tion and consequent humiliation : '* Unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given." 
Here is his weakness and humiliation ; 
yet, '*the government shall be on his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, 
the everiasting Father" — ojj ** the Father of 
the everlasting age" — " the Prince of peace. " 
" Of the increase of his government there 
shall be no end," &c. &c.t And again in the 
eleventh chapter, having described the low- 
liness of his origin — ^^ a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots," — 

* Rev. i. 13. -f Isaiah ix. 6, 7. 
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his power, wisdom, knowledge, and quick 
understanding are predicted ; and it is 
added, '' With righteousness shall he judge 
the poor — righteousness shall be the girdle 
of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of 
his reins."* 

Here then, behold the kingdom and the 
government delegated from God the Father 
to God the Son ; the robe of office is upon 
his shoulder, the sceptre of government is 
in his hand ; the world, which was created 
by him, is given to him as his kingdom, 
and he will come again to judge it in righ- 
teousness. This is that which Jesus claimed 
as his right, even in the days of his flesh : 
**The Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son :''t— the 
Father abdicates in favour of the Son — 
leaves the judgment-seat, that his Son may 
occupy it— and *' hath given him authority 
to execute judgment also, because he is the 
Son of man !";}: And St. Paul assures us 
"tliat God will judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ."§ How wonderful that 

* Isaiah xi. 1-5, f John v. 22. J v. 27. 

§ Romans ii. 16. 
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supreme power should be entrusted to 
the man Christ Jesus ! And what consola- 
tion does it convey to our minds that he who 
now sits at the right hand of God in glory, 
and he who will come again to judge the 
world in righteousness, and he who will 
reign over his saints for ever and ever, par- 
takes of our nature — is as truly man as we 
ourselves are men, and therefore his bowels 
of mercies yearn over us ; and hence his 
paternal and gentle sway — ** He shall be 
a Father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the men of Judah." (v. 2L) 

Shebna had been proeid, selfish, cruel — 
Eliakim should be just, and equitable, and 
merciful — his sway should be like that of 
an affectionate father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. How beautifully typical of the 
government of our Ruler and King ! ** He 
is king of Salem, that is, king of peace :" 
his rule is love, his sceptre mercy, his ser- 
vice is perfect freedom, his yoke is easy, 
and his burden light. The service of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, is miserable 
slavery — a burthen too heavy to be borne ; 
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but Jesus calls his servants friends, chil- 
dren, dear children — and admits them 
to a blessed liberty, while every thought 
is brought into happy captivity to his ser- 
vice. Let those declare, who have been the 
servants of sin, and are now the servants 
of Christ— who once were the dupes of a 
vain and evil world, and the victims of the 
power of darkness, but *' whom Christ hath 
now made free ;" let them describe the 
character of him whom they now call their 
Lord and Master ! Is he not a Father to 
you? Has "he not drawn you with the 
cords of a man, with bands of love?" Does 
he not pity you as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth ? And when he is compelled 
to chasten you, to bring you into divers 
afflictions, trials, temptations, sorrows, does 
he not in every cup of bitterness mingle 
some ingredients of bis love, and make you 
grateful even for the rod of correction ? He 
is indeed a father to bis people ; — a father's 
wisdom, a father's love and faithfulness, 
appear in all his dealings with his people, 
whose choicest privilege it is to look to 
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him with filial affection, and call on him 
in the " spirit of adoption — Abba — Father !^ 
Yet we learn further, from the beautiful 
passage before us, that though his govern- 
ment is executed with paternal mildness, 
still that, III. His sway is absolute : 
**The key of the house of David will I 
lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, 
and no^e shall shut ; and he shall shut, 
and none shall open." This degree of au- 
thority over life and death eternal can be 
possessed and exercised by God alone, who 
is a jealous God, and peculiarly jealous of 
this his prerogative. He alone can have 
the absolute determination of the eternal 
destiny of men— ^it is his alone to kill and 
to make alive — to create and to destroy ! 
As it is written, *^I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compas- 
sion. So then it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy ; therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth."* — Yet this inscrutable 

* Romans ix. 14 — 16, 18. 



and absolute power is committed in its 
fullest extent to him of whom Kliakim was 
a type ! It was claimed by him in the 
days of bis humiliation, and it is claimed 
by him in his present exaltation, and it 
will be exercised by him at his future com- 
ing and final glory ! While on earth, he 
declared that "as the father raiseth up 
the dead and quickeneth them, even so 

THE SON QUICKENETH WHOM HE WILL ! 

.... For as the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in 
HIMSELF."* Making himself equal with 
God ! — equally possessing the power of 
originating life, and tlie absolute volition 
to impart it to whomsoever he pleaseth ! 
"Thou hast given him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou bast given him."t This sway he as- 
sumes, and represents himself as exercising 
in his present glory, as when he appeared 
in a vision to St. John, and applied to him- 
self the very words of that prophecy, "These 
things, saith be that is holy, he that is true, 
he that hath the key of David, he that 

■ John V. 21, 26. f John xvii. '2. 
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openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth 
and no man openeth !"* And again, " I 
am he that liveth and was dead, and behold 
I am alive for evermore, Amen — and have 
the keys of hell and of death !" How awful, 
how glorious, that holy One to whom such 
powers belong ! '* He shall open, and none 
shall shut !" Behold his unbounded love 
AND mercy; *'he has opened the king- 
dom of heaven to every one who believ- 
eth!" By the sacrifice of himself, by 
his perpetual and all-prevailing intercession, 
he has opened a new and living way to God, 
and declares^(and bids us reiterate the truth,) 
** Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out."f ** I am the door," saith he, 
''I am the way, the truth, and the life/' 
The door is opened wide, and all without 
exception or limitation are invited to enter 
in and find peace to their souls. He hath 
opened it, and who shall shut it ? Can sin ? 
can Satan ? can the law ? can any exclude 
when Christ invites ? They may impotently 
and impiously endeavour to do so: some 
may say, Stand back, this invitation is not 

* Rev. iii. 7. Rev. i. 18. t John vi. 37. 
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for you ; you are too great a sinner, and too 
vile : others again may say, This is not ad- 
dressed to all, but to the elect alone, and 
thus may attempt to bar the way against 
many who may be willing to seek mercy — 
but in vain« Blessed be God ! he has opened, 
and none can shut ; neither men nor devils 
can prevent one poor sinner from entering 
in, who feels his guilt and danger, and flies 
to him for refuge. We preach an open door 
of mercy to every creature, and we defy any 
created being to shut that door against us. 
The arm of divine justice and mercy has 
thrown this door of mercy open wide, and 
until that same arm shall shut it, open it 
must remain, as the city of refuge to all who 
flee to it. 

Yet we must consider, not his goodness 
only, but also his most just judgment — 
^' he shall shut, and none shall open !" The 
hour is coming and now is, '^ when the mas- 
ter of the house will rise up and shut to the 
door ; and then,*' saith he, *' ye shall begin 
to stand without and to knock at the door, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and he 
shall answer and say unto you, I know you 
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not whence ye are .... Depart from me, 
all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth."* The 
same affecting truth is taught in the para- 
ble of the ten virgins ; and I scruple not to 
say that those interpreters who affirm that 
the five foolish virgins who are excluded 
will finally be admitted, incur the guilt of 
attempting to open a door which Christ has 
shut ; for he represented thena as saying, 
*^Lord, Lord, open unto us" — while he an- 
swered, " Verily I say unto you, I know you 
not." " He shutteth, and no man openeth." 
Vain the attempt to open the door which he 
hath shut ! The antediluvians had no power 
to open the door of the ark when the Lord 
had ''shut Noah in," and had shut them 
out ! Could any human hand, or any re- 
bellious spirit, save those who went down 
alive into the pit in the wilderness, when 
the earth opened to swallow them up ? Im- 
possible ! Or is the God of Israel a man 
that he should lie, or the Son of man that 
he should repent ? Hath he said, and will 
he not do it ? When the last sad curse is 

* Luke xiii. 24-30. 
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pronounced upon the impenitent and unbe- 
lieving, and the bright gates of heaven 
begin to close against them, and shut them 
out for ever, there will then be none to 
rescue, none to intercede ! His arm Has 
shut, and none can open ! Oh ! who would 
not flee for refuge ? who would not hear, 
obey, and live, while the door of mercy is 
yet open to him ? 

But our text furnishes us with one more 
characteristic of the throne and government 
of Christ, and one of great force and beauty. 
Consider, IV. the stability of his throne, 

AND THE GREAT INTERESTS THAT DEPEND 

UPON IT : "I will fasten him as a nail in a 
sure place." Here is a iigure denoting 
STABILITY AND DURATION. Wehave the same 
metaphor in the book of Ezra, " God hath 
left us a remnant to escape, and hath given 
us A NAIL IN HIS HOLY PLACE ;"* that is, say 
our translators in the margin, " a constant 
and sure abode." The nails here alluded 
to were in fact bars of iron, which were 
built into the walls of the house when it 
was iirst erected, and were made so firm 
• Ezra ix. 8. 
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and strong that every thing in the room, or 
in the house, might be suspended on them : 
and they thus became to the inmates an apt 
emblem of durability and permanence, equal 
to that of the house itself. They are here 
therefore, introduced as familiar illustrations 
of the continuance and immutability of Him 
** whose throne is as the days of heaven ;*' 
" who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever ;*' ** whose kingdom shall have no end/' 
even " the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ !"* " Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but his word will not 
pass away ;" this earth and these heavens 
will be •* shaken,** saith St. Paul, " but we 
receive a kingdom which cannot be 
moved."t 

Nor can we wonder at the eternal dura- 
tion of his throne, when we further consider 

THE VAST INTERESTS WHICH ARE SUSPENDED 

ON HIM ; no less than all the glort of 

ODD THE FATHER, and THE PRESENT SUP- 
PORT AND FINAL SALVATION OF EVERY ONE 

OF HIS PEOPLE ! "He shall be for a glori- 
ous throne to his Father's house, and they 

♦ 2 Peter i. 11. f Heb. xii.26— 28. 
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shall hang upon him all the glory of his Fa- 
ther's house !'■ That is, all the glory of God 
the Father shall not only be reflected and 
revealed in God the Son, but it shall be 
suspended on him. All the brightness of 
the Father's glory, and the express image of 
his person, were made manifest in the flesh, 
when the Son of God walked amongst men ; 
*^ in him dwelt all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily :" so identical were the Father 
and the Son, that our Lord said to Philip, 
''He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa- 
ther." As a throne is generally the most 
splendid and gorgeous thing in the kingdom, 
so Christ was "a glorious throne to his Fa- 
ther's house :'' in him shone forth, as in the 
brightest and most resplendent focus, all the 
combined attributes, qualities, and excel- 
lencies of the eternal God : in all worlds 
there was none like him ; nothing in heaven 
nor in earth could compare with him. 

But the illustration of the text seems to 
imply more 4:han this. Christ was not only 
a revelation of incarnate Deity, he was not 
only God manifest in the flesh, and so a 
glorious throne to his Father's house, but in 
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him, upon his person, work, and offices, was 
suspended all the glory of God ! That is to 
say, all the attributes of the eternal God 
were so exhibited and displayed in the in- 
carnation and work of redemption, that had 
it been possible for the Lord Jesus in any 
respect to have fallen short of his purpose, 
all the glory of God would have been ex* 
tinguished and destroyed. But ^^ the man 
thatwas God's fellow" travailed in the great- 
ness of his strength, and prevailed : the nail 
was fastened in a sure place, it could not be 
moved : all the gloiy of the eternal God was 
placed on him, and he supported it, upheld 
it, added new lustre to it — "God was glori- 
fied in him. !" 

After this it appears but a small thing to 
say that upon him is suspended the eternal 
salvation of all his pepple : 'Vthey shall hang 
upon him the offspring and the issue ;" all 
his children, of whom he shall have many, 
yea more than the stars of heaven, or the 
sand of the sea-shore for multitude, shall de« 
pend upon him. And adhering to the figure 
of the nail in the sure place, it is added, 
that upon him '^ they shall hang all vessels 
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of small quantity, from the vesBels of cups, 
even to all the vessels of flagons." Here is 
presented to our meditation a most conso- 
latory and blessed truth. Among Christ's 
children, his offspring, there are persons of 
different powers and capacities ; some ar« 
like vessels of flagons, of great size, and ca- 
pable of holding a larger measure of grace ,- 
and others like " vessels of small quanti^," 
like cups which can hold but little, yet all 
are alike vessels of mercy, and fltted for 
the master's service. All are not apostles, 
nor prophets, nor teachers, nor eminent 
saints *, all are not highly gifted and talent- 
ed — but still they may equally he filled with 
grace — the cup can be but full — and if full, 
according to its capacity, it is the Lord's. 
Nor only so; — we learn too, that whatever 
our capacities may be, whether they be as 
in the parable, as ten talents, or five, or one, 
we all equally depend on Christ, and Christ 
alone, for our supplies of grace and salvation. 
The flagons, no less than the vessels of small 
quantity, are suspended on this one nail in a 
sure place. " Out of his fulness have we alt 
received, and grace for grace." We baveoo^ 
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thing in ourselves, nothing but what we 
receive from him, and draw out of him 
perpetually ; the strongest cannot stand for 
one moment without him, and the weakest 
are upheld by him ; they who have much 
are just as dependent on him as those who 
have little; all is of his grace, which is adapt- 
ed to the necessities of all, so that none need 
despair while none can boast. '* We are 
the clay, and he is the potter," and he 
forms and fashions us according to his will, 
as seemeth best to his heavenly wisdom : 
only let us be vessels in his house, and sus- 
pended on him, and then all is well. Oh ! 
how glorious is Eliakim, our God, our Sa- 
viour, our King I All things in heaven and 
earth, the glory of God, the comfort and 
happiness of men in time and eternity, all 
things hang on him, "who is the image of 
the invisible God — all things were created 
by him, and for him, and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist !'* 

In the contemplation of this subject, the 
exhortation of the psalmist recurs to the 
mind ; " Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the right way, if his wrath 

F 
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be kindled yea but a little ; blessed are all 
they that trust in him t" Who would not 
wish to have the glorious Lord as his friend, 
to submit to his almighty and paternal 
sway ? Who can be so infatuated as to l<^e 
the opportunity of entering in while the 
door stands open to receive hin ? And yet 
how many delay ? How many hesitate, and 
defer the day and the hour of repentance ? 
Oh that to-day, while it is called to-day, 
before the master of the house shall rise up 
and bar the door against us, we might one 
and all resolve to enter in ; " to-day if ye 
will enter into his rest." Oh that God may 
make you willing in the day of his power ! 

And how blessed, how safe, how happy 
those whose hopes hang upon him ! He is 
a nail in a sure place, and none can move 
him : on hira we may safely depend, and 
" none can pluck us out of his hand." Chris- 
tian brethren, obey your Sovereign, honour 
him, worship him, serve him honestly and 
devotedly, be faithful to him even unto 
death, and he will give you a crown of 
life. Show your faith and trust in him by 
drawing out of his fulness continually ; lean 
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confidently on his almighty arm ; venture 
all your hopes upon him ; commit your soul 
to him, he will keep it against that day ; 
and when he shall come again in his glory, 
he will shut you safely within the gates of 
the heavenly Jerusalem, '* that city which 
hath foundations, whose maker and builder 
is God." 
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Thursday. 

JOSHUA. 

Hebrews iv. 8, 9. 

« Fob if jesus (joshua) had given them rest, 
then would he not afterwards hays spoken 

OF ANOTHER DAY, ThBRB REMAINETH THERE- 
FORE A REST TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD." 

That the descendants of Abraham were in 
many respects a typical people, no one will 
deny. A variety of incidents in their his- 
tory are related by the inspired writers 
of the New Testament, as well as by our 
Lord himself, and a spiritual interpretation 
is put upon them. The things which be- 
fel the Israelites ^^ happened unto them 
for ensamples; and they are written for 
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our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come :"* we may look back 
to them and trace them from their sore 
bondage in Egypt, through their wander- 
ings in the wilderness, to their final pos- 
session of the land of promise, and con- 
sider their history as one grand and 
continuous type of the dealings of God 
with his people in all ages. This mode of 
interpretation is adopted by St. Paul 
throughout the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
more particularly in that part of it in which 
the text occurs ; where he shows not only 
that the rest in Canaan typified another 
and a better rest, but that as Joshua led the 
children of Israel into the promised land, 
so Jesus will bring his people to glory. 
**For if Jesus" — or Joshua, as it is in the 
margin, and as the sense requires, — '' if 
Joshua had given them rest," that is, the 
final and only rest, if nothing further had 
been intended and prefigured by it, then 
David would not afterwards have spoken of 
another day. " There remaineth therefore 
a rest to the people of God !** And thither 

* 1 Cor. X. II. 
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Jesus, of whom Joshua was a figure, will 
lead us. Of him the aposde further speakis 
in V. 14 — ^* Seeing then tfiat we have a 
great High Pnest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our profession !'' He has gone before 
his people into the heavenly rest — " let us 
therefore labour to enter into that rest." 

Taking this inspired comment as our 
authority, let us proceed to trace the ana- 
logy between Joshua and the Lord Jesus 
in several particulars, and may the Spirit 
of truth guide and bless our meditations ! 

I. Their names are identical :— Joshua 
and Jesus are in the original the sane. 
This fact of itself would scarcely be worthy 
of notice, were there not circumstances can- 
nected with it of a very peculiar nature. 
Joshua's name was originally Oshea— which 
signifies a saviour ; — a very fit and appro- 
priate name for one who was to be the 
victorious leader of the armies of Israel 
into Canaan. But Moses, doubtless by the 
direct command of God, and for some suf- 
ficient reason, altered the name of Oshea— r 
a saviour — and placing the name of God 
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before it — Jah — it became Jah-oshea, or 
Joshua — the import of which compound 
wprd is, " Jehovah a Saviour" or a ** Divine 
Saviour," a name which could be applied 
to Joshua only in a typical sense, but a 
name that was strictly- applicable to him of 
whom Joshua was a type. Now compare 
with this the annunciation of the angel to 
Joseph, the espoused husband of the Virgin 
Mary. " She shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for he 
shall save his people from their sins."* 
From these words considered alone, we 
might conclude that the word Jesus signi- 
fied simply A SAVIOUR — whereas it imports 
A DIVINE SAVIOUR. And the comment of 
the Evangelist which immediately follows 
establishes the fact. '^ Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted, is, God with us !'* But the angel 
did not name him Emmanuel, but Jesus ! 

• Matt. i. 21—23. 
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Unless, therefore, this name be of. simtilar 
import with Immanuel, the prophecy ^as 
not fulfilled ! But such is its significatioii : 
Jesus, not only a Saviour, but Jehovah 
our Saviour — Jah-Oshea — Joshua — r Qod 
with usl Thus and thus only were tii§ 
words of the prophet fulfilled under the 
angelic message, a name basing given to 
the child which in itself comprizes all that 
Christians believe and desire in their Lord 
— Jesus — their God and Saviour ! 

The supposition that these coincidences 
between the name of this type and its anti-* 
type could have been in any sense acciden- 
tal, is as improbable as it is unscriptural. 
The captain of the hosts of Israel was in- 
tended to prefigure the *' Captain of ou? 
salvation;"* and therefore a name was 
given him, which he was unworthy to beaf / 
except as a representative of another and 
a greater Saviour. And this name wa^ 
given to our Lord by direct revelation, and 
through the medium of an angelic mes-^ 
senger, to teach men that when conceived in 
the womb he took the manhood into. God, 

• Heb. ii. 10. 
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ttod became both God and man in one 
Christ. He was Jah — Jehovah ! " Let us 
praise him in his name Jah, and rejoice 
before him/* He was Oshea, a saviour, 
** able to save them to the uttermost who 
€ome unto God by him :" he was both in 
one— ^let tis adore "the great mystery of 
godliness, God manifest in the flesh !" How 
h this wonderful truth forced upon our 
iidtice both by type and by prophecy ! Let 
us embrace and ever hold it fast, for it is 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
God has given us in his dear Son ! 

But further, II : Joshua was a type of 

Ohrist IN THE LONG DISCIPLINE TO WHICH 
HE WAS SUBJECTED BEFORE HE WAS CALLED 
TO BE HEAD OVER ISRAEL. He WaS the 

servant of Moses for nearly forty years. 
We find him indeed on one occasion, and 
in his early youth, especially selected by 
Moses to lead the armies of the living God 
against Amalek,* while Moses prayed on 
the mount* But for many years after this 
event he was "Moses' minister;" dis- 
charging the humble oflBce of a servant 

* Exodus xvii, 8 — 14. 

F 5 
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well, and thereby learning how to rule 
when many became his servants. To be 
the servant of such a man of God as Moses, 
was indeed a high privilege : Joshua was 
the only person allowed to accompany him 
on the mount : '* Moses rose up, and his 
, minister Joshua ; and Moses went up into 
the mount of God." * There he remained, 
miraculously supported for forty days and 
forty nights, and Joshua with him ; for 
they descended together with the tables of 
stone, when the Israelites were engaged in 
their abominable idolatries.f In the mount 
and in the tabernacle, Joshua, even when 
a young man, loved to abide : when the 
Lord had spoken to Moses face to face, 
'^ as a man speaketh unto his friend," it is 
said, ''he turned .again to the camp: but 
his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young 
man, departed not out of the tabernacle/ 't 
A rare example, and an eminent type of 
youthful piety and ready submission to the 
yoke. Upon the interesting and trying 
occasion of the spies, Moses appointed 

* Exodus xxiv. 13. f xxxii. 17. 

^ xxxiii. 11 
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Joshua as one of them ; he and Caleb 
alone brought up a good report of the 
land, and consequently they alone were 
eventually permitted to enter Canaan. 
There seems little doubt that Joshua knew 
for many years that he was appointed to a 
high station in Israel-but ambition an.d 
pride found no place in him — *^ he stood 
before Moses, continually" — was subject 
to him in all things, implicitly obeyed him 
as the appointed ruler of God's people, and 
so for forty years he himself set an example 
of that meekness and submission which 
subsequently he expected from others. 

In all this we see a figure of him who 
was to come. The Son of the Blessed, when 
he came into the world, took upon himself 
the form of a servant, not only as it re- 
spected his Eternal Father, but with respect 
to man himself. Not only did the Creator 
become a creature ; not only did he whom 
all had obeyed, assume the posture of obe- 
dience ; but he humbled himself ^o low as 
to become a servant, for thirty years sub- 
mitting himself, not to God alone, but 
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even to the control and caprices of sinful man« 
See him as a child, meekly subject to his 
]>arents, obeying them in all things^ and 
setting a .perfect example of filial duties to 
the end of time. As a youth, we find him 
like Joshua, lingering ia the temple, among 
the learned men, '^ hearing them and ask* 
ing them questions/' Nothing shone forth 
in him more conspicuously through his 
whole life, than his uniform humility, sub- 
mission, and meekness of spirit, even to bis 
most implacable enemies^ On his disci- 
ples he ever inculcates this inestimable 
grace, as well by example as by precept ; 
when they contended for supremacy, he 
reproved them by that significant act of 
profound humility recorded by St. John : 
^' And after he had washed their feet, and 
had taken his garments, and was set down 
again, he said unto them, Know ye what 
I have done unto you ? Ye call me Master 
and Lord : and ye say well ; for so I am. 
If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash 
one another's feet. For I have given you 
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an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to ycm."* And when two of them 
aspired to be the greatest, and to sit next 
him in his kingdom, among other reproofs 
he said, " Whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant" — and then 
be added, *^ Even as the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister^ 
and to give his life a ransom for many."'f 
"Behold," said he, ** I am among you as 
he that serveth!"J Reflecting upon his 
real dignity and true godhead, how won- 
derful and how touching this humility ! 
^' It pleased God to make the Captain of 
our salvation perfect through sufferings ;"§ 
and " though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience, by the things which he suf- 
fered/'K His path to universal dominion, 
glory, and triumph, lay through previous 
sufferings and humiliation — he, like Joshua, 
must serve many years, before he should 
rule and conquer. 

III. But there was another circumstance 

♦ John xiii. 1—16. f Matt. xx. 20—29. 

J Luke xxii. 27. Heb. ii. 10. 

. II V. 7. 
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antecedent to Joshua's exaltation and con^ 
quests that strongly points to a similar 
event in the work of Christ; viz. his 

SOLEMN APPOINTMENT TO HIS OFFICE. It 

is often noticed by St, Paul, under different 
figures and types, that our Lord did not 
take his office upon him without a special 
call and appointment. ^' He glorified not 
himself to be made an high priest ; but be 
that said unto him, Thou art my son, to-day 
have I begotten thee."* And so in the 
case before us, Joshua did not aspire to the 
command of Israel, nor did the people 
choose him, but he was designated, and 
solemnl)^ devoted to the office by God him- 
self, and this by repeated communications, 
first to Moses, and then to all the people. 

When God had announced to Moses that 
he should not enter the promised land, that 
meekest of men supplicated the Lord to ap- 
point some suitable person in his room — " Let 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of all fleshy 
set a man over the congregation, which may 
go out before them, and which may go in be- 
fore them, and which may lead them out, and 

* Heb. V. 5, 
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which may bring them in : that the congre- 
gation of the Lord be not as sheep which have 
no shepherd. " And the Lord gave him an im- 
mediate answer, and '^ said nnto Moses, Take 
thee Joshua, the son of Nun, — a man in 
whom IS THE SPIRIT, and lay thine hand upon 
him, and set him before Eleazer the priest, 
and before all the congregation, and give 
him a charge in their sight ; and thou 

SHALT PUT some OF THINE HONOUR UPON 

HIM, that all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel may be obedient : .... at 
his word they shall go out, at his word they 
shall come in, both Eleazer, and all the 
children of Israel with him — even all the 
congregation."* Who can read this pas- 
sage, and fail to recognise in it the cha- 
racter, work, and office of the great Shep- 
herd and Bishop of our souls ? His people 
were as sheep having no shepherd, when 
the Lord the Father appointed and chose 
him to be a leader of his people ; He 
poured out his spirit immeasurably upon 
him ; He put of his own ineffable honour 
and glory upon him ; He commanded his 

* Num. xxvii. 16 — 23. 
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su^vants to yield him implicit obedience ;. 
and they cheerfully do him homage, they- 
'^ know his voice and follow him V* Moses 
was repeatedly enjoined to point out Joshua 
to the people as their future leader, and to 
instruct them in their reciprocal duties 
concerning him :* and on one occasion 
God himself summoned Moses and Joshua^ 
saying, •* Present yourselves in the taber* 
nacle of the congregation, that I may give 
HIM A CHARGE ; and He gave Joshua the son 
of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong, and of 
a good courage : for thou shalt bring the 
children of Israel into the land whidi I 
sware unto them : and I will be with 
thee."t And after the death of Moses it 
is recorded, **that Joshua the son of Nun 

was FULL OF THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM ; foP 

Moses had laid his hands upon him ; aad^. 
the children of Israel hearkened unto him*, 
and did as the Lord commanded Mosefs.;]: 
^^And the Lord magnified Joshua in the 
sight of all Israel, and they feared him, as 
they feared Moses, all the days of his 

* Deut. ill. 21, 27, 28. + Deut. xxxi, 14—23, 

l Deut. xxxiv. 9. 
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Ufe."^' It is remarkable thai in the case 
c^^all ihese typical persons there is so much 
^ess laid upon their being ^ ^ filled with 
^,Spitit,"r— that special mark by which 
Jahb the Baptist knew the Messiah, and 
by. which he was to be " anointed above his 
fellows/* " And John bare record, saying, 
I 9aw the Spirit descending from heaven, 
like a dove, and it abode upon him. And 
I KNEW HIM NOT ; but he that s6nt me to 
baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending and remaining on him, the 
same is he which baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost. And* I saw and bare record that 
this is the Son of God.^'t From his very 
infancy ** Jesus was filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was upon him :"J 
The Father gave not the Spirit by measure 
unto him, ^^ but infinitely, immeasurably^ 
so that he was filled with the Spirit — attest- 
ing his gifts by a voice from heaven which 
more than once declared, " This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased : hear 

* JoBhua iv. 14. t John i. 29-34. 

t Luke ii.40. 
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ye him."* Thus was obedience required by- 
God himself for the second Joshna, the 
shepherd. Lord, and leader of his people ; 
he was the divinely appointed and commis- 
sioned Saviour of Israel — who said not *' Lo! 
I come," until God the Father ordained 
him to this office : thus, when *' God was 
manifest," or appeared, "in the flesh," 
** he was justified in," or by, " the Spirit V 
IV. We hasten to contemplate the 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF JoSHUA, who waS thuS 

solemnly appointed captain of Israel^ as 
typical of the triumphs of another 
Joshua far more glorious than he. 
From the moment Joshua assumed the com- 
mand of Israel, victory attended their steps ; 
whithersoever, at the command of God, they 
directed their arms, the enemy yielded or 
perished : city after city, and nation after 
nation, were rapidly reduced by them, *'for 
the Lord their God fought for them," and, 
by the stupendous miracles which he 
wrought in their behalf, he made it evident 
that they were but the scourge in his hand, 
to punish the abominable wickedness of the 

* Matt* iii. 16, and xvii. 5. 
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nations whom he drave out before them. 
The swollen waters of Jordan rolled back 
at their approach, and made a way for them 
as on dry ground — the lofty walls of Jericho 
'^fell down flat'* at the sounding of the 
ram's horns ; the sun and the moon stood 
still, that the people of Israel might avenge 
themselves of their enemies, and the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man, while 
he rained great hailstones upon the Amo- 
rites, and destroyed them before Israel. 
The time indeed would fail to recapitulate 
the wonderful things which God wrought 
by the hand of the victorious Joshua, until 
all the land yielded to his arms, and 
^'Joshua took the whole land, according to 
all that the Lord had said unto Moses : and 
Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto 
Israel, according to their divisions by their 
tribes. And the land rested from war."* 
In his old age Joshua could appeal to the 
people and say, " Ye know in all your 
hearts, and in all your souls, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spake concerning 

* Joshua xi. 23. 
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you ; all are come to pass unto you, and 
not one thing hath failed thereof."* 

How much more fully verified sbsQ 
these words be, when applied to the re- 
deemed of the Lord in the heavenly Canaan ! 
and how much more wonderful the miracles 
and the victories of the Joshua of the new 
covenant I Even in the days of his humi- 
liation, inanimate nature heard and obeyed 
her Maker's voice ; at his command the fig 
tree withered away ; the stormy winds and 
tumultuous waves subsided into a great 
calm at his bidding, and he walked upon 
their surface as on dry land ! When he died, 
the heavens veiled themselves in darkness at 
mid-day, and the trembling earth responded 
to his sufferings. Death opened his graves, 
and gave up his dead, at the voice of the Son 
of man : hell shook at his presence, and 
devils, who believed and trembled, fled be- 
fore him. But he was at length himself to 
fall beneath the grasp of death ; his sacred 
body was laid in the tomb, and it seemed 
as if the Captain of our salvation, in his 
great conflict with the powers of darkness, 

* /oshua xxiii. 14. 
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were vanquished and subdued ; it was a 
moment of anguish to all, and despair to 
many, but in death he conquered— ^by 
death he destroyed him that had the power 
of death — that is, the devil : on the cross 
" he spoiled principalities and powers, and 
made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it:"* and through* the grave 
and gate of death he passed to his glorious 
resurrection and ascension ; and is now set 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, all things being put in subjection 
under his feet. His rest, a better rest than 
that of Joshua, is glorious! that heavenly 
Canaan,' where he is even now preparing 
quiet resting-places for his people, until he 
come again to take them to himself, that 
where he is, there his people may be also. 
What then have they to fear ? The swollen 
waters of the Jordan of death can oppose no 
obstacle to them ; Jesus has gone before, 
and therefore they follow with full assu- 
rance of faith and hope : he died and rose 
again, and so they die, knowing that they 
too shall rise again : the grave received his 

* Col. ii. 14, 15. 
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sacred body, and therefore the grave presents 
no terrors to those who sleep in him ; " the 
clods of the valley shall be sweet unto 
them ;" and in the morning of the resur- 
rection they shall ascend and sing — "O 
grave, where is thy victory, O death, where 
is thy sting?" Countless witnesses shall 
then proclaim ^^ that not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord their 
God spake concerning them ; all hath coone 
to pass unto them !" The land of bondage 
is forgotten ; the desert is for ever passed ; 
the waste-howling wilderness is remembered, 
only to call forth fresh songs of praise to 
him who led them through it like a flock of 
sheep ; and they ascribe all the glory, and 
the praise, and the honour, to Him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 

Now if this be the character of Christ, as 
established in the character of Joshua — first 
a servant, meek, and lowly, and obedient ; 
then a soldier, a great captain of his peo*- 
pie, leading them on through long and 
painful conflicts to victory and rest : then it 
will follow that those who hope to share the 
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fruits of his victories hereafter^ must now 
partake of his patient endurance of suffering, 
his conflicts and trials. We are not only 
pilgrims and strangers here, but we must 
also bear the character of good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ, and fight the good fight of 
&ith, if we would win the crown. How 
much is implied in this inspired illustration ! 
What devotedness, zealj obedience, courage, 
self-denial, endurance of hardships, separa- 
tion from the world ! Is this our character ? 
Are we following the steps of a humble, self- 
denying Master ? Are we contending ear- 
nestly for salvation against the world, the 
flesh, and the devil? Many thousands of 
Israel fell short of the promised land; a 
multitude of Christians, so called, will fall 
short of the heavenly Canaan ! The former 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea ; they all drank of that spiritual 
Kock " which followed them;" they were 
all partakers of the outward, national, and 
ceremonial tokens of the covenant — but 
they entered not in, through unbelief ! Oh 
how we should tremble at their history, 
which is written for our learning ! In vain 
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are all our outward signs and seals — in vain 
the baptismal cross, and the washing of wa- 
ter—in vain the sacred symbols of the Sa- 
viour's body and blood ; if we be not his 
followers in the crucifixion of the flesh, in 
deadness to the world, in mighty conflict 
with sin and Satan, there will be neither 
rest nor a crown for us ! 

Let the lovers of ease and pleasure con- 
sider these things ! Sloth, self-indulgence, 
and luxury will as surely deprive us of the 
crown of glory, as vice and profaneness. 
" Outer darkness, weeping, and wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth/' are as surely Uie 
portion of the unprofitable, as they are of 
the rebellious servant. Habits of idleness 
and indolence unfit and incapacitate the 
soul for the exercises of true religion ; and 
however we may deceive ourselves, or how- 
ever others may strive to lull us into a 
treacherous repose, the glories of the hea- 
venly Canaan are reserved only for those 
who oft-times passing through " much tribu- 
lation,'' temptation, and trial, are fighting 
their way to eternal bliss. The path to 
honour is through the battle-field— the sweets 
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of rest are for the weary ; the joyous harvest 
to the laborious peasant ; the rewards of 
science to the patient student ; and shall 
heaven be won without an effort — the crown 
of glory without a struggle ! It cost the 
leader of our Israel agonies and groans ; 
and he was bathed in blood, and buried in 
the grave, to purchase for his people their 
ransom and pardon : — and can they parti- 
cipate in his triumphs, if they share not in 
his conflicts ? Impossible, 

Let real Christians consider these things I 
a faith which leads us through no sufferings 
cannot secure the crown : principles, how- 
ever scriptural, entertained by persons who 
still continue self-indulgent and worldly 
minded, will profit them nothing : let the 
faithful soldier of Jesus Christ watch and 
pray — ^let him grasp the sword and the 
shield with which God has furnished him — 
let him never forget that he is in the enemy's 
land, that he has foes within, and foes with- 
out, and that here he will have no peace, 
but ceaseless warfare unto the end. Yet 
with what confidence of faith may we look 
up to our victorious Lord, who has infinite 

G 
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wisdom, power, and love, to shield us from 
every danger, and to make us " more than 
conquerors" over every enemy ! " Strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might," 
we need fear nothing : " looking to Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith," we may go 
on our way confident of the result, for " the 
Lord of hosts is with us. " The Lord whom 
we serve watches over us day and night, 
lest any harm us ; he shields us from a 
thousand dangers, averts unknown calami^ 
ties, gently and wisely leads us hy a way 
which we knew not ; and^ ere long, all his 
faithful ones shall have crossed the waters of 
Jordan, and shall rest in the Canaan beyond 
it ; where, with the Great Captain of their 
salvation, they shall repose for ever and 
ever — *^ for there remaineth a rest to the 
people of God." 
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Good Friday Morning. 
JOSEPH. 

Genesis xlix. 22 — 24. 

^ Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well; whose branches run over 

THE WALL. The ARCHERS HAVE SORELY GRIEVED 
HIM, AND SHOT AT HIM, AND HATED HIM. BuT 
HIS BOW ABODE IN STRENGTH, AND THE ARMS OF 
HIS HANDS WERE MADE STRONG BY THE HANDS OF 
THE MIGHTY GOD OF JACOB : FROM THENCE IS THE 
SHEPHERD, THE STONE OF ISRAEL." 

The character and history of Joseph do in 
so many particulars accord with those of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that all the commen- 
tators have without hesitation considered 

G 2 
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the former as typical of the latter. Yet it 
is remarkable that Joseph is never referred 
to in the New Testament as a typical per- 
son, nor is there any direct allosion to his 
story as emblematic of Messiah : it cannot 
therefore be properly asserted that Joseph 
was a type of Christ ; while at the same 
time there can be no impropriety in view- 
ing his interesting life and exemplary con- 
duct as illustrative of the character and 
history of the Redeemer. The language 
of the dying patriarch in the text could not 
have been more apposite, had the spirit of 
prophecy here expressly signified the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and the glory which 
should follow : nor is the silence of the 
New Testament sufficient to prove that n* 
such allusion weis intended. But without 
confining myself to this passage, I shall 
proceed to consider various particulars in 
the history of Joseph as beautifully illustra- 
tive of that of our Lord. And may the 
Spirit of truth guide and sanctify our medi- 
tations ! 

I. The figube applied to joseph in 
THE Text, is one not unfrequently adopted 
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in the language of prophecy respecting 
the Messiah. '* Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bough by a well, whose 
branches run over the wall.*' This prophecy 
received its literal accomplishment in the 
extraordinary increase of Joseph's descend- 
ants. He had but two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, but they each became the head 
of a separate tribe in Israel, either of them 
more numerous and more influential than 
any other except that of Judah : and a care- 
ful perusal of the sacred history, with 
special attention to incidental circumstanced 
which are named. Would prove the accurate 
accomplishment of this, as well as of each 
of the remarkable prophecies of the dying 
Jacob. 

Neither are the words of the text less 
applicable to the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
was indeed a fruitful bough, "running 
over the wall," and bending down with rich 
and abundant fruit. According to the 
word of the prophet Isaiah, *^ In that day 
shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful 
and glorious, and the fruit of the earth 
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shall be excellent and comely."* "The 
BRANCH out of the Stem of Jesse/^ is a pro- 
phetic expression of frequent recurrence 
in this evangelical prophet; denoting the 
comparative obscurity of the Redeemer's 
origin, and the abundance of the spiritual 
benefits which he would bestow upon man- 
kind. Thus also the sweet psalmist of 
Israel describes the growth and extent of 
Messiah's kingdom : " There shall be a 
handful of corn in the earth upon the top 
of the mountains ; the fruit thereof shall 
shake like Lebanon, and they of the city 
shall flourish like grass of the earth. "f 
And in another psalm the same truth is 
presented under a similar figure ; the 
church of Christ is the vine out of Egypt 
planted on a fruitful soil, ** the hills were 
covered with the shadows of it, and the 
boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. 
She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and 
her branches unto the river.";}: From this 
Joseph sprung not two tribes of Israel 

* Isaiah iv. 2. f Psalm Ixxii. 16. 

j: Psalm Ixxx. 10, 11. 
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merely, but multitudes both of Jews and 
Gentiles. Every true believer grows upon 
the fruitful bough of Joseph, which thrusts 
itself over the middle wall of partition 
whereby mankind had before been sepa- 
rated ; '^ He shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in his hand !" ** Who 
can count the dust of this Jacob, or who 
can number the fourth part of this Israel ?'' 
Never shall we know, nor can we under- 
stand, the fruitfulness of Messiah, until we 
meet before his throne that great multitude 
which no man can number, gathered out 
of all kingdoms and nations, washed in his 
blood, and clothed in his righteousness ; 
nor will he till then fully '^see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied/' 

11. But leaving this figure of the text, we 
proceed to another which forcibly exhibits 
the sufferings as well of Joseph as of 
Messiah : *^ the archers have sorely 

GRIEVED HIM, AND SHOT AT HIM, AND HATED 

HIM." Joseph during many years of his life 
was exposed to the malignity and cruel per- 
secution of his brethren. His father had 
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imbibed a fatal partiality for him : ^^ Israel 
lovedJoseph more than all his children, be- 
cause he was the son of his old age." This 
preference drew down upon Joseph the im- 
placable enmity of his brethren, who ** bated 
him, and could not speak peaceably unto 
him." We know the lengths, to which 
their evil passions carried them ; that they 
meditated his murder; but dissuaded by 
Judah from this atrocious act, with little 
less cruelty they sold him as a slave to the 
Ishmaelites, who carried him down into 
Egypt. His admirable conduct in this 
humble station, in the house of Potiphar, se- 
cured him honour and distinction in the 
family, until falsely accused of a sin which 
he abhorred, he was cruelly cast into prison, 
and without a trial condemned. Long and 
grievous was his captivity. Seven years 
at least it was calculated *' he was there in 
the prison ;" " they hurt his feet with fetters, 
he was laid in irons:* or, as it is more 
beautifully rendered in the Prayer-book 
Translation of the Psalms, " the iron entered 
into his soul." His brethren and strangers, 

* Psalm cv. 18. 
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Jews and Gentiles, alike conspired to wound 
and grieve this unoffending and innocent 
youth ; no cause of accusation was there 
against him, nor had he injured one of his 
enemies. " They laid to his charge things 
which he knew not." Surely ** the archers 
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, 
and hated him.'* 

Very similar, though far more grievous, 
were the sufferings of Him whose death we 
this day* commemorate. He too was not 
only beloved of his Father, but he was " his 
only begotten Son whom he loved, and in 
whond he was also well pleased. " God sent 
him on a mission of love and mercy to his 
sinful, rebellious brethren ; he willingly 
offered himself, though he knew how they 
would receive him. When they saw himj 
they hated him ; his very innocence, ho- 
liness, and goodness, excited their bitter en- 
mity : his more immediate relatives injured 
him, as it is said, '^ for neither did his bre- 
thren believe in him."t " He came to 
his own," his own people, his own family, 
his own flock — ** He came to his own, and 

* Good Friday. f John vii. 5. 
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his own received him not." " If I had not 
come and spoken unto them," said he, 
" they had not had sin f they would not 
have been guilty of this atrocious sin : ** but 
now they have no cloke for their sin : . . now 
they have both seen and hated both me and 
my Father." * God appeared to men in 
the person of his dear Son, and ^* they 
gnashed upon him with their teeth :" deep 
and deadly and insatiate was their ma- 
lignity : they persecuted him from city to 
city ; he was placed among men *' whose 
teeth were spears and arrows, and their 
tongue a sharp sword." At length his own 
brethren sold him to the Gentiles, who 
joined with the Jews in afflicting and per- 
secuting this innocent one. They condemn 
the guiltless ; and while they proclaim him 
faultless, they hurry him away to execution ! 
And yet were there wounds inflicted on him 
more deep, and griefs extorted from him 
more bitter than any which these archers 
could occasion ! "It pleased the Lord to 
bruise him"— for our sakes his heavenly 
Father " put him to grief : *' it was not merely 

* John XV, ^2 -!?4. 
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the arrows of wicked men, nor the shafts 
of the devil, that pierced him; but other 
chastenings were upon him: as David in 
prophetic spirit, anticipating his sufferings 
long before, exclaimed, *^ Lord, rebuke me 
not in thy wrath, neither chasten me in thy 
hot displeasure. For thine arrows stick fast 
in me, and thy hand presseth me sore !"* 
The arrows of the Almighty inflicted the 
deepest wounds upon the Son of man ! 
The hand of the Lord upon him extorted 
the exclamation, '* My God, my God ! why 
hast thou forsaken me?'' Thus he died 
" the just for the unjust,"the innocent for the 
guilty — and thus imputed sin caused him to 
mourn in his spirit, and to be vexed : — never 
were sorrows like unto his sorrows 1 Thus 
" the archers sorely grieved him, and shot 
at him, and hated him/' 

III. Joseph's admirable conduct under 
all these trying circumstances next de- 
mands our attention. '^ His bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were 
made strong by the mighty God of Jacob." 
He was one of the most exemplary of the 

* Psalm xxxviii. i, 2. 
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Old Testament saints ; there are few whose 
lives present more uniform consistency. 
Towards his brethren his deportment was 
admirable ; on no occasion does he appear 
to have been exasperated, nor did he ever 
return them evil for evil. When they sold 
him as a slave, the anguish of his soul was 
manifest, and he besought them for mercy ; 
but he reproached them not. Separated 
as a youth from religious influence and ex- 
ample, and placed in circumstances of strong 
temptation, he maintained his integrity ; 
and while " the Lord was with him," he 
constantly feared God ; and whether he was 
in favour, or under persecution; in his 
Master's house, in the prison, or in the 
ruler's chariot ; his conduct presente done 
uniform example of moderation, wisdom, and 
humility. That he should not have been 
elated by such sudden and extraordinary 
elevation ; that he should have maintained 
the worship of the true God in the midst of 
an idolatrous nation ; and that he should 
have observed the rites of his religion among 
all the voluptuousness of a corrupt court, is 
truly wonderful, and affords abundant evi- 
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dence that ^* great grace was upon him.** 
His principle ever was, ** I fear God ;" and 
with that fear in his heart, neither the 
authority of his father, nor the influence of 
religious observances, nor the restraints of 
the society of believers, were necessary to 
uphold him, for God was with him in every 
place. Many years after his brethren had 
sold him for a slave, they found him faithful 
to his God in the land of idols — they found 
him too, full of pity and compassion, ready 
to foi^ive, and to bestow upon his unworthy 
brethren abundant tokens of his kindness 
and love ! 

Beautiful figure of him who was to come ! 
under provocations far more grievous, and 
temptations far more severe, behold the 
immaculate and patient sufferer ! From his 
manger bed even to his grave, what contra- 
diction of sinners did he endure ! Few were 
his friends, and they feeble, irresolute, and 
easily dismayed — some of them false and 
treacherous, and all of them faithless in the 
day of trial ! See that lonely, deserted man, 
the object of the world's scorn and cruelty — 
forsaken, denied, betrayed — surrounded with 
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implacable enemies; even in his last mo- 
ments, when in general malice is disarmed 
of its virulence even in the hardest hearts, 
no eye pities him —he dies amidst the jeers 
and scofFs of his adversaries ! — yet on no one 
occasion does he speak unadvisedly with his 
lips : they try with subtlety to entrap him 
in his conversation, but in vain ; ** Never 
man spake like this man," said those who 
were employed to lay snares for him. False- 
hood itself is perplexed to fabricate a tale 
against him that could bear the appearance 
of plausibility — all proclaim him innocent, 
faultless. Love, which no wickedness could 
quench, glowed in all his actions ; to his 
faithless disciples, and to his unjust and 
furious enemies, he alike displayed his pity 
and compassion ; not merely suflFering in 
silence, and with perfect resignation, but 
praying for his murderers, " Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do !" The 
sacred story presents to our view the portrait 
of a perfect, sinless sufferer. Yet the de- 
lineation differs widely from any uninspired 
attempt to describe such a faultless person. 
Here are no laboured passages setting forth 
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his virtues and excellent qualities, or dwell- 
ing upon the admirable traits of his conduct", 
but we have a simple narrative from which 
we are left to gather, what we cannot avoid 
perceiving, that under every conceivable 
variety of persecution, provocation, and suf- 
fering, the Lord Jesus exhibited a faultless 
character, in all respects the perfect and 
sinless image of God the Father ; * * and God 
is glorified in him !" 

But if he was thus lovely in suffering, how 
much more is he glorious in his present exal- 
tation ! And here the conduct of Joseph will 
again afford us an edifying illustration. IV« 
Let us view Joseph in a new character, riding 
in the second chariot ** of Pharaoh, and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt \^ See his 
WONDERFUL ELEVATION: greatly w^s he 
honoured both by Pharaoh and all hia 
people. Suddenly called from his long im- 
prisonment, in one day he passes from op- 
pression, bondage, and obscurity, to all but 
sovereign power and dignity : '* only in the 
throne," said Pharaoh to him,*' will I be 
greater than thou. See, I have set thee over 
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4 

all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took 
off his ring from his hand, and put it on 
Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures 
of fine linen, and put a gold chain about hid 
neck ; and he made him ride in the second 
chariot which he had, and they cried before 
him, BOW THE KNEE !"* And subsequently, 
when Joseph sent his brethren to their father, 
he charged them ** to tell him of all his 
glory in Egypt.'' Here we see an apt em- 
blem of Him who passed through death 
to eternal glory ; who, having humbled 
himself, ** was highly exalted, and God" 
his Father " gave him a name which is 
above every name, that at the name of 

JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW ; of things 

in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father !" t As " Joseph 
went out over all the land of Egypt, and 
without him no man could lift up his hand 
or his foot in all the land of Egypt" — even 
so the Son of the Most High goeth forth 

* Gen. xli. 38—45. f P*ii% ii- ^—1*- 
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over all the earth ; his sway is absolute, his 
power infinite; the crucified one lives and 
reigns, and to him universal homage is due. 
But of this his glory and his majesty it 
may be more appropriate to speak on a 
future day : meanwhile we may behold in 
Joseph's exaltation another emblem of a 
Saviour's grace, which flowed alike from 
his sufferings and from the glory which 
followed. See Joseph (2) saving life, and 

DISPENSING FOOD TO THOUSANDS. HoW 

surprisingly is the providence of God dis- 
played in this whole narrative I By a won- 
derful chain of incidents, curiouslv linked 
together, God prepares and raises up a man 
who becomes the instrument in his hand 
of saving the lives of thousands, both of 
the Egyptians, and of surrounding nations. 
When grievous famine prevailed over 
Egypt and over all lands, Joseph had 
abundance of corn in Egypt. ** And when 
all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread ; and 
Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, Go unto 
Joseph, and what he saith to you, do. And 
Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold 
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unto the Egyptians : and all countries came 
into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn!"* 
And of his father's house, more especially, 
Joseph became the saviour. When he 
made himself known to his brethren, he en- 
deavoured to allay their fears by pointing 
out the finger of God overruling their wick- 
edness — " God did send me before you/^ 
said he, "to preserve life." "And God 
sent me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and save your lives by 
a great deliverance/'f And it is after- 
wards stated that ^^ Joseph nourished his 
father and his brethren, and all his father's 
household, with bread, according to their 
families ;" and this at the time when "there 
was no bread in all the land — for the famine 
was very sore— so that the land of Egypt 
and all the land of Canaan fainted by 
reason of the famine." J 

How perfect the figure here presented to 
us ! Behold the nations perishing with 
famine— Egypt, and Canaan, and all lands 
fainting for the bread of life and sal- 

• Gen. xli. 34—57. f xlv. 5—13. 

t Gen. xlvii. 11—13. 
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vation. They have no resources in them- 
selves; their land is ^aste and barren 9 
they must die and perish : when behold 
they hear of a Saviour, of one who has in- 
exhaustible stores for the perishing multi- 
tudes ; and " the cry is, Go to JoscJph ;" 
there is corn in Egypt — let us go there and 
buy ; he sells it without money and with- 
out price, he has bought it for us with his 
own precious blood, and now all he requires 
of us is, that we should hunger for it, and 
seek it, and fall down at his feet and ask 
for it; for Jesus said, ^^He that cometh 
to me shall never hunger ; and he that 
believeth in me shall never thirst."* 

But who can adequately describe the 
riches of his grace and love which he mani- 
fests to his own brethren, and to his father's 
house; he nourishes all his people, and 
amply provides for them. He calls them 
near to him ; gives them the best of the 
land for their inheritance ; he rejoices over 
them to do them good, and fills them with 
all grace and consolation. When they 
need anything, they go to him, and ** out 
of his fulness receive continually ;" all 

* John vi. 35. 
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is treasured up in him, all the riches in 
glory are his, from his hand they are be- 
stowed perpetually, and all the necessities 
of all his people throughout the world can 
never exhaust them : he feeds all with food 
convenient, he supplies their daily breads 
and at length he brings them to his glory, 
where they hunger and thirst no more — 
and where God wipes away all tears from 
their eyes! 

(3) But once more; the ruler of the 
land of Egypt presents an apt emblem of 
our suffering and glorified Lord in his wise 

AND GRACIOUS DEALINGS WITH HIS SINFUL 

BRETHREN. What Consummate wisdom, 
love, and faithfulness, did Joseph exhibit 
towards those cruel men, who had treated 
him with such barbarity ! When he knew 
them, though they knew not him, when 
he saw them at his feet, unprotected and 
in a strange land, absolutely in his power? 
had he harboured any vindictive feelings 
for their inhumanitytowards him, he might 
have gratified them with the utmost impu- 
nity. But no revengeful feelings occupied 
the bosom of Joseph. He knew his bre- 
thren ; he knew that it was absolutely ne- 
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cessary for their good, and that ultimately 
it would bq for their happiness that they 
should be chastened and humbled. He 
therefore ** spake roughly to them," and 
occasioned them much pain and anxiety, 
even though the distress of his venerable 
parent was thus prolonged ; but their real 
good alone was his object : while he thus 
put them to grief, he turned aside to weep 
for them — and it is evident that it was not 
without much pain to himself that he thus 
occasioned them sorrow. His affectionate 
heart overflowed with love when at length 
he made himself known to them ; ■* lie 
kissed all his brethren, and wept over 
them." And seventeen years afterwards, 
when Jacob was dead, and Joseph's 
brethren harboured the ungenerous sus- 
picion that he might avenge himself upon 
them, Joseph was deeply wounded that 
they should think him capable of such 
an action, insomuch that ** he wept when 
they spake to him;" ** yet he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto them."* 

• Gen, 1. 15^21, 
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Even so our blessed and glorious Lord 
deals with his erring and sinful brethren. 
By our inconsistency, unbelief, and mani- 
fold provocations, we compel him to afflict 
and chasten us ; he makes himself strange 
to us, he hides his face from us, he speaks 
roughly unto ns, chills our hearts with his 
apparent neglect and unkindness — he makes 
as though he heard us not, and shuts out 
our petitions. Trials and afflictions are 
numbered to us — we exclaim with Jacob, 
** Me have ye bereaved of my children** — 
" my gray hairs shall come with sorrow to 
the grave" — "all things seem against me;" 
and yet then, even then, was the ruler 
of all the land of Egypt preparing un- 
imagined blessings for these sufferers : his 
heart yearned over them, the bowels of his 
compassion were moved towards them. 
While Jesus afflicts his people, he weeps 
over them ! In all their afflictions he is 
afflicted, " touched with a feeling of their 
infirmities :" nothing but their good, their 
real and eternal happiness, would constrain 
him to smite them ; to humble, to correct, 
to soften, to purify their evil hearts : and 
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when that effect is produced, " he comforts 
them, and speaks kindly unto them." 

Thus was Joseph, both in his afflictions 
and in his subsequent exaltation, a re- 
markable figure of him that was to come. 

In conclusion, it may be observed, that 
in reading the affecting history of Joseph 
and his brethren, few will hesitate to con- 
demn in the strongest terms the wickedness 
and cruelty of his persecutors, while they 
deeply sympathise with the innocent suf- 
ferer. And yet, strange as it may appear, 
like criminality is chargeable upon every 
one of us ! As Joseph's brethren did to 
him^ so have we done to a more innocent 
victim, even the Lord Jesus Christ! We 
are implicated in the guilt of those who 
sold him, and denied him, and condemned 
and crucified him ! Neither the Jews, nor 
the Gentiles, Pilate nor Herod, nor the 
rulers of Israel, could have had any power 
at all against him, unless our sins and 
theirs had made it necessary that he should 
die ! Are any ready to acquit themselves 
of this guilt? Let them search and see 
whether they have not by their own con- 



144 SERMON VI. 

duct proved that they would have been 
among his murderers, had they lived in 
that day ! Did you never, let me ask, 
prefer the pleasure of a sin, to the duty of 
obedience? Then you sold your Saviour 
for that sin, and betrayed the Son of man 
for a lust ! Have you never made religion 
and religious people a subject of scorn and 
ridicule ? Then was Christ himself the 
object of your contempt I In vain you re- 
ply that you had no such intention ! For 
neither had the Jews, when they crucified 
Jesus of Nazareth, and mocked him, any 
intention of crucifying their Messiah, nor 
of mocking their God ; nevertheless they 
were guilty of that crime ! So you may 
now indignantly repel the charge of casting 
ridicule upon your Saviour, and yet you 
may have done so, and your guilt may be 
registered in heaven, along with theirs 
who put the Lord of glory to an open 
shame ! 

Oh that if such there be among us they 
may be as deeply humbled in the sight of 
God, as Joseph's brethren were before him ! 
Oh that, self condemned, abashed, con- 
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founded, they might lie in the dust before 
their suffering Lord, suing for mercy 
through his all-sufficient merits ! With a 
broken heart and a contrite spirit may they 
look unto Jesus, and behold him on the 
cross a bleeding sacrifice, and now upon 
his Father's throne, showing mercy ! He 
is more placable, more loving, more wise 
than Joseph; may all flee to him, and find 
peace to their souls ! 

And finally let all truly penitent believers 
habitually contemplate *^the unsearchable 
riches of Christ :" let them see in the am- 
ple store-houses of Egypt, placed at the 
absolute disposal of Joseph, an emblem of 
the inexhaustible treasures laid up with 
God in Christ Jesus. Xn all seasons of 
need and necessity, " let them go to Joseph" 
— let them apply to Jesus : let them re- 
pose on his faithfulness and love : whether 
he give or withhold, whether he speak 
roughly or comfortably unto them — let faith 
in him remain unshaken ; he is all, and 
in all. The heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain him, and the earth is full of his 
bounty ; if we be but his, then all things 

H 
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are ours — and we, however poor and needy 
in ourselves, ''may be filled with all the 
fulness of God !" Let us then walk by 
faith and not by sight, and ere long*' we 
shall see all his glory," not in Egypt, nor 
in Jerusalem, but in heaven — not on a 
temporal and earthly throne, but in his eter- 
nal and glorious kingdom, where with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost he liveth and 
reigneth, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 
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Good Friday Evening. 

MOSES. 

Psalm cvi. 23. 

^^ Therefore he said that he woui^d destroy 
them, had not moses his chosen stood before 
him in the breach ; to turn away his wrath, 
lest he should destroy them." 

An extraordinary person is here presented 
to us, whose character is so expressly 
marked out both in the Old and in the 
New Testament as typical of the Messiah, 
that our only difficulty will be to select 
those points by which he is most obviously 
symbolised. **The Lord thy God," said 
Moses himself, * * will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy bre- 
thren, LIKE UNTO me; unto him ye shall 

H 2 
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hearken."* And that no doubt should 
remain upon the mind respecting the per- 
son referred to, this verse is quoted twice 
in the Acts of the Apostles,t and distinctly 
applied to Christ, as the true prophet ^^ like 
unto Moses," raised up from among the 
people, "of his brethren,** and one that 
must command universal attention — **unto 
him. shall ye hearken." 

Many were the points of resemblance be- 
tween Moses and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Born in comparative obscurity, cradled 
in danger, saved almost by miracle in their 
infancy from the sword of persecution, 
both were appointed to introduce a new 
era in the religion of the world. Each of 
them supported the truth of his mission 
by miracles the most stupendous, those of 
the one being chiefly miracles of judgment, 
an4 those of the other miracles of mercy. 
Admitted to the immediate presence of 
God, and coming forth from the dark 
cloud of his majesty to proclaim the mys- 
teries of his will, they each far exceeded 
the glory of the Aaronic priesthood, and 

• Deut. xviii. 15. . t AcU iii. 22, 23 ; vii. 37. . 
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showed themselves superior to the law. 
Aaron might go into the holy, of holies, 
the symbol of God's presence, but ** Moses 
went into the thick, darkness where God 
was !" And ** Christ is gone into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us." ** He came from God — and is 
gone to God." Moses the lawgiver ruled 
over Israel for God, as a servant, but Christ 
"as a son over his own house." Moses 
introduced a dispensation through which 
a whole nation might find their way to 
God, but Christ " has brought life and im- 
mortality to light by the gospel,'* not to 
the Jew only, but also to the Gentile— to 
all who in every place call upon his name. 
These analogies might be pursued to a 
great length ; but let us confine our medi- 
tations to that one characteristic of Moses 
which is displayed in the text ; let us view 
him as a mediator — a day's-man, who 
stood between a justly ofi^ended God and 
his guilty people, to " turn away his wrath, 
lest he should destroy them." And that 
we may perceive the full force of this 
typical representation more clearly, let us 
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consider, L the guilt of the criminals : 

II. THE judgments IMPENDING OVER 

THEM : and. III. the effectual interces- 
sion IN THEIR behalf. 

I. There is an impression very generally 
prevalent, that the Hebrew nation was the 
most rebellious and unbelieving that ever 
existed ; and that had any Gentile nation 
been placed in their circumstances and pos- 
sessed their advantages, the result would 
have been very different. No idea can 
be more erroneous. Nominal Christendom 
may be convicted of every crime which 
is laid to the charge of Israel, and our 
guilt is incomparably greater than theirs, 
inasmuch as we enjoy more spiritual light, 
and live under a clearer dispensation than 
they did. Well may we adopt the lan- 
guage of the psalmist, (v. 6,) " We have 
sinned with our fathers ; we have com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly." 
True indeed it is, that God alleges a series 
of heavy charges against his ancient people, 
and that from Egypt to Canaan they con- 
tinually provoked him to anger, and in- 
volved themselves in sore judgments ; yet 
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the more narrowly we investigate their 
conduct, the more fully persuaded shall 
we be that it is but the reflection of our 
own ! 

Let us review, for example, only those 
charges which are recorded against them 
in the psalm before us. They were slow 

TO UNDERSTAND SPIRITUAL TRUTHS, (v. 7.) 

* * Our fathers understood not thy wonders 
in Egypt." When Moses and Aaron ap- 
peared as their deliverers, and wrought 
special miracles before them to confirm 
their divine mission, " Israel did not un- 
derstand ;" they were dull of comprehen- 
sion, they would not recognise the mes- 
sengers of God, but bade them depart and 
leave them to their bondage. Just so in 
all ages has the human breast been slow 
to learn and to understand God's will : it 
is a culpable blindness^ a guilty ignorance : 
' * having the understanding darkened, be- 
ing alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance that is in them, because of 
the blindness of their heart."* How many 

* Ephesians iv. 18. 
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nominal Christians are there who under- 
stand the gospel no better than the Jew 
did his ceremonial law ! When Christ is 
preached, many hear as though they heard 
not ; and when they read his word, they 
see as though they saw not. The same 
** vail is upon their hearts," when they 
hear the gospel, as there is upon the heart 
of the Jew when that Moses is read who 
testifies of Christ. 

And was it Israel alone who forgot God 
and his wonderful mercies ? This is ano- 
ther sin alleged against them in this psalm ; 
FORGETFULNESS OF GoD. They remembered 
not the multitude of thy mercies ; (v. 7 ;) 
** They soon forgat his works, they waited 
not for his counsel." (v. 13.) " They forgat 
God their Saviour, which had done great 
things in Egypt, wondrous works in the 
land of Ham, and terrible things by the 
Red Sea." (v. 21, 22.) Universal sin of 
fallen man ! He forgets his God ! Forgets 
to pray to him, to think of him, to read his 
word, to hallow his sabbaths, and observe 
his ordinances ! He lives without God in the 
world. His farm, his merchandise, his 
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worldly projects, absorb his mind — ** God 
is not'in all his thoughts." Nor are such 
persons as these alone chargeable with this 
crime. Who is there among us who has 
not received special mercies and benefits 
at the hand of God ? — recovery from sick- 
ness — deliverance from distress or danger 
— restoration to peace of mind after sore 
affliction ? In our trouble, doubtless, both 
prayers and promises were wrung from us : 
when he smote us, we sought him. Yet, 
upon reviewing the time which has since 
elapsed, do not many recollections come to 
our minds ? " We have vowed a vow unto 
God," but, alas ! ** have we not deferred to 
pay it ?" Have we gratefully remembered 
his love, and adequately acknowledged his 
mercy?* or have we not rather resembled 
Israel, and forgotten God our Saviour, who 
heard our cry, and delivered us out of 
our distress? Who is there among us 
whose heart does not condemn him ? " We 
have sinned with our fathers !" 

"Lust" and "envy** too, so prevalent 
m Israel, abound in Christendom. The 
people of God were ever craving after some- 

h5 
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thing which God withheld from them : when 
he gave them bread from heaven, they 
lusted for meat; and when he strewed 
around the camp the birds of the air, and 
they had flesh enough, then they murmured 
for something else; for the leeks and 
onions of Egypt — for anything but what 
God had appointed them! Such is man 
still, discontented, unthankful, and evil; 
ever craving for something which he does 
not possess — wealth, or honours, or fame, 
or perhaps for some imaginary beniefit which 
God has withheld 'from him : — disposed 
also to envy, a feeling from which even 
the greatest and best of men are not ex- 
empt : as Israel envied Moses, because God 
had highly honoured and exalted him. It is 
man's disposition, almost universally, to be 
envious ; if he possessed an abundance of all 
things needful, some Naboth's vineyard, or 
some poorman'slamb, or the homage of some 
Mordecai, would seem requisite to complete 
his happiness ! The Israelites lusted after 
evil things, and so do we ! 

There is one sin indeed from which we 
may imagine ourselves wholly exempt. The 
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Israelites were idolaters : ** they made a 
calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten 
image :" (v. 19 :) Can we then be charged 
with this species of offence against God? 
We have never made or worshipped idols ! 
Yet if we read the narrative of their conduct 
on that occasion, we shall discover sensual 
indulgence to be the soul of their idolatry : 
** Aaron made the people naked to their 
shame, and they sat down to eat and to 
drinky and rose up to play !" — a species of 
worship agreeable to the carnal heart of 
man in all ages. The enlightened philoso- 
pher of the present day, or he who calls 
himself a Christian, yet is but a sensualist, 
living either in sin or in vanity, may smile 
with self-complacency at the follies of an- 
cient or modern idolatry, and ridicule the 
mythology of heathenism, and yet is he the 
blind worshipper of those very vices of 
which the heathen deities were but the per- 
sonification ! The emblems may have been 
removed, but the vices remain. There is no 
molten calf in our Israel, but nominal Chris- 
tians still love the world, and pleasure, and 
dissipation ; '^ they sit down to eat and to 
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drink, and rise up to play." This is the 
brief history of the life of hundreds in a 
christian land ; ^* they live to themselves, 
and die to themselves," in luxury, sloth, and 
self-indulgence. In the sight of God, they 
are exposed alike to the guilt and the pu- 
nishment of idolatry. 

And once more ; the psalmist declares 
of Israel in the words which immediately 
follow the text, " that they despised the 
pleasant land, and believed not his word.*' 
When within two years after they had come 
up out of Egypt, God brought them to the 
borders of Canaan and displayed all its fer- 
tility before them, they refused to go up and 
possess it ; they did not deny that it was a 
rich and pleasant land, but they magnified 
the difficulties which opposed their pos- 
session of it ; they believed not God's power, 
faithfulness, and love, and therefore they are 
said to " have despised that pleasant land." 
That land was a type and figure of a better 
country, even a heavenly ; and Israel's con- 
tempt of it is but too faithful a representa- 
tion of the guilty indifference of professed 
Christendom to the promised glories and 
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joys of heaven. Few are bold enough to 
deny its existence ; and most persons ac- 
knowledge that it is a pleasant land, and 
that they desire to go there when they die : 
nevertheless, it is almost universally " des- 
pised," practically despised : men do not 
seek it, nor take any pains to possess it ; nor 
make any sacrifices to secure the prize, and 
thus they prove to demonstration that in 
their hearts they despise it. Instead of 
laying up treasure in heaven, they love this 
present world ; and all their thoughts, their 
cares, their time, their talents, are en- 
grossed by it. Or, like Israel, they say, we 
are labouring in vain ; we cannot serve the 
Lord, his commands are too severe, he is 
a hard master, and so they despise his plea- 
sant land. Thus we see that the guilt of 
Israel is our guilt — that there is no sin at- 
tributed to them with which we are not 
chargeable, and that the judgments with 
which they were visited might justly fall 
on us. 

Let us proceed to consider, II. what these 
JUDGMENTS WERE. They may be all com- 
prised in one, viz. god's wrath against 
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SIN. Whatever may be the particular mode 
by which it may be manifested, God's righ- 
teous indignation against sin is that which 
sinners have need to dread. There are 
some deluded persons indeed who choose to 
conceive otherwise of the great God ; " they 
think he is altogether such a one as them- 
selves :"* they imagine that he is a being 
whose word may be trifled with, whose laws 
may be broken with impunity ; a God who is 
too merciful to fulfil his own declarations of 
wrath against sin, by casting sinners into 
eternal torments. But of a God thus weak 
and infirm of purpose, whose mercy super- 
sedes his justice and his faithfulness, we 
read not in holy scripture ! Was it such a 
God as this who swept away an ungodly 
world with a universal deluge ? — who rained 
fire from heaven on the cities of the plain, 
and consumed them to ashes ? Was it such 
a God who desolated the idolatrous Egyp- 
tians with his plagues, and whitened the 
desert with the bones of his sinful people 
who rebelled against him ? These exhibi- 
tions of the character and attributes of God 

* Ps. 1. 21. 
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in holy scripture are clear and unequivocal. 
He is indeed long-suffering, patient, and 
slow to anger ; but while he shows mercy to 
all who believe and obey him, he will 
*' wound the hairy scalp of every one who 
goeth on still in his wickedness." Even at 
the opening of the gospel dispensation — that 
revelation of love, and peace, and grace— he 
showed, by an awful instance of his severity, 
that he is the same holy and righteous Being, 
and that he changeth not. Behold Ana- 
nias, and Sapphira his wife, smitten with 
death by the invisible hand of God, and 
prostrate at the apostle's feet, for lying 
against the God of truth ! 

Or if men will practically deny the au- 
thority of scripture altogether, and picture to 
themselves a Being according to their own 
notions of benevolence, let them declare who 
it is that has desolated the world from time 
to time with natural calamities ? Whence 
the plague, the pestilence, and famine? 
Whence the earthquake and volcano ? How 
were Herculaneum and Pompeii destroyed ? 
By whose power did the cholera sweep 
over one half of the habitable globe. 
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and bury millions in an untimely grave ? 
"Let them say,"if they will, *4n their hearts, 
there is no God," and they may be at least 
consistent ; but if they be not atheists, let 
them acknowledge that justice and judg- 
ment are as much the habitation of his 
throne, as mercy and loving-kindness ! The 
Almighty God will not tolerate sin in any 
persons, but especially in his people. And 
therefore it was, that the manifold trans- 
gressions of Israel brought down upon them 
in the desert plagues as numerous, destruc- 
tive, and terrible, as those which had been 
poured out on their enemies the Egyptians. 
When the Lord has purposes of wrath, his 
quiver is indeed full of arrows, and when 
" he whets his glittering sword" to take 
vengeance on the wilful and perverse, he is 
terrible in judgment! — Sometimes he uses 
the sword of theirown brethren to slay guilty 
Israelites — sometimes mysterious fire comes 
forth and consumes them; he commands 
the serpents of the desert to destroy them, or 
the earth opens at his bidding, *^ and swal- 
lows them up quick, and they go down 
alive into the pit!" How helpless these 
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guilty rebels in the hands of a justly in- 
censed and Almighty God ! Not one who 
had reached the age of twenty years when 
he came out of Egypt (save Caleb and 
Joshua) ever saw the land of Canaan ; and 
the whole nation would have been consumed 
again and again as in a moment, but for 
the intercession of Moses. Now St. Paul 
expressly declares, ** that all these things 
happened unto them for our examples;"* 
as warnings to us that we should not incur 
like guilt by like transgressions : — to teach 
us the dreadful nature and terrible conse- 
quences of sin ; to show us the true charac- 
ter of God, and to awaken us diligently to 
fly from the wrath to come, by looking to him 
of whom Moses was so distinguished a type. 
The figure used in the text is a very strik- 
ing and impressive one. Sin is represented 
as having niade a breach, and consequently 
the wrath of God is about to rush in upon us, 
and overwhelm and destroy us. A similar 
illustration is adopted in other places. 
** Therefore this iniquity," saith the Lord 
by the prophet Isaiah, ** this iniquity shall 

* I Cor. X. 1, &c. 
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be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling 
out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh 
suddenly at ah instant/'* As when a be- 
sieging army have effected a breach in the 
walls of the city, wide enough for the admis- 
sion of their columns, and the host are about 
to burst in and overwhelm it — so are the im- 
pending judgments of God about to rush in 
upon a guilty world, unless there is some one 
to stand in the breach, and avert them. Or 
it is as an overflowing flood. " The Lord 
hath broken forth upon mine enemies be- 
fore me," said David, "like a breach of 
waters ;''t spreading desolation and ruin 
on every side. God himself is represented 
by the prophet Ezekiel as looking for some 
such mediator to stand in the breach : 
^^And I sought for a man among them 
that should make up the hedge, and stand 
in the gap before me for the land, that I 
should not destroy it: but 1 found none. 
Therefore have I poured out my indigna- 
tion upon them, I have consumed them 
with the fire of my wrath : their own way 
have I recompensed upon their heads, saith 

* Isa. XXX. 13. L t 2 Sara. v. 20. 
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the Lord God."* But it was not so with 
Israel in the days of Moses, neither is it so 
with us ! They had a mediator, an inter- 
cessor — and so, blessed be God, have we 1 
" Then he said he would have destroyed 
them had not Moses, his chosen, stood be- 
fore him in the breach, to turn away his 
wrath, lest he should destroy them." 

III. Let us CONTEMPLATE MoSES INTER- 
CEDING FOR ISRAEL AS THE TYPE OF CHRIST. 

He was the Lord's chosen and elect servant, 
** called out of Egypt,'' and appointed to 
the great work of mediation. So Christ 
was eminently God's chosen one, set apart 
for the work, anointed, his elect in whom his 
Father delighted. " When he beheld and 
saw that there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor, then his arm 
brought salvation unto him, and his right- 
eousness it sustained him.^f It was not 
on one occasion only, but again and again, 
that Moses fulfilled this ofiice for his peo- 
ple. When they made a calf in Horeb, 
God said to Moses, " I have seen this 
people, and behold it is a stiff-necked 

* Ezek. xxii. 80, 31, t Isa. lix. 16. 
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people. Now, therefore, let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax hot against them, and 
that I may consume them, and I will make 
of thee a great nation/' But Moses had 
no proud thoughts — his only desire was to 
save Israel. So he fell down before God, 
and prayed for them — " And Moses be- 
sought the Lord his God, saying. Why doth 
thy wrath wax hot against thy people ? . . . 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
thy servants, to whom thou swearest 
by thine own self .... And the Lord 
repented of the evil which he thought to do 
unto his people."* Again, upon another 
occasion *^ when the people complained, 
and it displeased the Lord, and his anger 
was kindled, and the fire of the Lord 
burnt among them, and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp; the people cried unto Moses — and 
when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire 
was quenched." t Such honour did the 
Lord put upon the prayers of his servant 
Moses. In another and still more extraor- 
dinary instance, Aaron himself, and Miriam 

* Ex. xxxii. f Num. xi. I — 3. 
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his sister, spake against Moses ; the Lord's 
high priest, his own typical mediator 
under the ceremonial law, now himself 
offends, and God is very angry with him, 
and with Miriam the prophetess : " Where- 
fore, said he unto Aaron, were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses ? And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them ; and he departed." Immediately 
*' the cloud departed from off the taber- 
nacle," in token of God's displeasure, and 
** Miriam became leprous, as white as 
snow!" And behold the Lord's high 
priest comes to Moses, acknowledging his 
sin, and the sin of his sister, and entreats 
the prayers and intercession of Moses on her 
behalf. " And Moses cried unto the Lord, 
saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech 
theel"* 

What a wonderful type of Christ, as 
superior to the Aaronic priesthood, and 
interceding for the high priest himself! 
Many similar instances might be adduced, 
wherein Moses is presented to our view as 
the day's-man standing between the offend- 

* Num. xiL See also zxL 7 — ^9. 
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ing people and their justly incensed God, 
and turning away his wrath, lest he should 
destroy them. God never rejected his 
petition, except when he prayed for himself ! 
How much more will he hear the prayers 
of his own beloved Son, which he offers for 
his people continually 1 "I know that thou 
hearestme always," said Jesus to his hea- 
venly Father, even in the days of his flesh : 
and will he not hear him now, when he 
stands at God's right hand, ever living to 
make intercession for them ? Behold the 
splendid image here presented to us I 
Here is the wrath of God like a mighty 
flood of waters, or a vast company of hostile 
foes about to burst in upon us and utterly 
overwhelm us — a breach is made — our de- 
fences are broken down — our confidence 
wherein we rested has sunk under us — we 
are helpless, guilty, lost — exposed to the 
overwhelming tide of God's most just 
judgments, who shall deliver us, how shall 
we escape ? Behold there is one who ven- 
tures to stand in the breach I Alone and 
single-handed he opposes all the enemies of 
our souls ; he makes bare his bosom to 
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receive the arrows of the Almighty ; " On 
me, saith he, be the curse 1" And he was made 
a curse for us ! ** On me be the misery due 
to the sinner ;" and it was laid upon him 
when he suffered agony in the garden, and 
expired upon the cross! Whatever their 
debt, I will pay it ; whatever their ransom, 
I will provide it ; let the full tide of justice, 
holiness, and judgment, roll over me, I 
will endure it for them ; and when my 
Father^s anger is kindled against them 
so that he says he will destroy them, I will 
stand before him in the breach ; I will 
plead for them, and will turn away my 
Father s wrath, lest he should destroy them ! 

Such is the eflFectual intercession of him 
of whom Moses was a type : but for him all 
we had perished ; in him, whosoever be- 
lieveth in him, cannot perish, but shall have 
everlasting life. 

Let us then examine ourselves. Have we 
ever felt our danger, and acknowledged our 
guilt ? Do we know, do we believe, that 
by nature and practice we are exposed to 
God's just wrath, and everlasting punish^ 
ment ? Or are we flattering ourselves that 
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ki6 we are not vorse dian others, aH is weH 
with us, and that oar souls are in a state 
of salvation ? If this be our view of out- 
selves, we have need to pray for God's H<Jy 
Spirit to awakoi, aronse, alarm as. The 
language of the apostle is applicable to ns, 
' ' Awake, thon that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light :^ 
or that of the shipmen to the slambering 
prophet, ^ ^ Awake, thon sleeper, arise and 
call upon thy God!'' He who was never 
alarmed about the state of his soul, he who 
never sought anxiously how he might be 
saved, has just cause to fear that the wrath 
of God still abideth on him. *^ God has 
said that he will destroy him^^' but the sin- 
ner will not believe that sentence is gone 
forth against him. Oh that it would please 
God to grant him repentance unto life ! 

Nor is it enough that we should be truly 
concerned about our souls : supposing we 
are really in earnest on the subject^ then we 
ask again. Are we looking to God only 
through this Mediator? Is Christ our 
only hope ? Are we casting aside all self- 
righteous confidences, and, as lost and 
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guilty sinners? are we coming to God 
through him ^^ who stands in the breach to 
torn away his wrath, lest he should destroy 
us ?*' There is but one way to God for all ; 
one Saviour, one Intercessor. **I am the 
way, the truth, and the life : no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me." Oh let us 
flee hither and be safe ; let us thankfully 
accept the gracious offers of his love ; and 
bless our God, that he has provided for us 
an all-prevailing Intercessor. 

But are there an^ng us any who, while 
they acknowledge and cordially embrace 
these truths, are yet full of doubt, and fear, 
and discouragement ? Let them be assured 
that this is not a healthy state of religion : 
God never intended his people to be al- 
ways full of sorrow, but rather that they 
should have joy and peace in believing. 
As pain is a certain evidence of disease in 
the body, so these distressing doubts and 
fears indicate an unhealthy state of the souL 
Where they prevail, faith must be feeble, 
and hope fading away : the spiritual under- 
standing must be clouded ; — let us in such 
trying circumstances look unto Jesus : when 

I 
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we cannot pray for ourselves, he intercedes 
for us. When Satan desires to have us, 
that he may sift us as wheat, Jesus pleads 
for us, that our faith may not quite faiL 
Let us then exclaim with the prophet, 
^^ Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy ; 
when I fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in 
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me/' * And strengthening ourselves in 
God, let us say again, ** Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul, and why art thou 
disquieted within me ? hope thou in God : 
for I shall yet praise him, who is the health 
of my countenance, and my God.f 

♦ Micah vii. 8. t Ps. xlii. 11. 
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Easter Day Morning. 
JONAH. 

Matthew xii. 38^41. 

<< Then certain of the Scribes and of the 
Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would 

SEE A sign from THEE. BUT HE ANSWERED, AND 
. SAID UNTO THEM, An EVIL AND ADULTEROUS GENERA- 
TION SEEKETH AFTER A SIGN; AND THERE SHALL 
NO SIGN BE GIVEN TO IT, BUT THE SIGN OF THE 

PROPHET Jonas : For as Jonas was three days 

AND three nights IN THE WHALE's BELLY; SO 

shall the son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of nineveh shall rise in judgment 

WITH this generation, AND SHALL CONDEMN 
IT, BECAUSE THEY REPENTED AT THE PREACHING 

OF Jonas ; and behold a greater than Jonas 
IS here.'* 

Persons of a sceptical disposition not un- 
frequently justify their unbelief by requiring 

i2 
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some species or degree of evidence which 
they do not possess. They do not alto- 
gether deny (for instance) that the Bible 
is an inspired book, or that Christ is the 
Son of God ; they admit to a certain de- 
gree the evidences in favour of these ^reat 
truths, but to carry perfect conviction to 
their minds they require something more. 
Now scripture and experience alike teach us 
that no sort of evidence would satisfy per- 
sons in this state of mind, nor any kind or 
degree of proof convince them. Were they 
to witness a miracle, they would explain it 
away, and require another which would 
equally fail to remove their scepticism. 

Thus it was with the Jews, and especially 
with the Scribes and Pharisees : many and 
most surprising miracles had been wrought 
before them by our Lord ; yet when thej 
could not deny a supernatural interference, 
they wickedly ascribed it to the devil, and 
with extraordinary assurance still said to 
Jesus, * * Master, we would see a sign from 
thee!" In the same spirit of determined 
infidelity these men upbraided the dying 
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Saviour on the cross, and, dictating to the Al- 
mighty the particular miracle which would 
satisfy their scepticism, said, ** Let him come 
down from the cross, and we will believe 
in him !" But had he come down from 
the cross, they would not have believed in 
him ; their minds were in a posture to re- 
ject any evidence which could be adduced 
• — they were determined not to believe. 
And Jesus, seeing this on the occasion be- 
fore us, upbraided them with their unbe* 
lief and hardness of heart, and declared 
that '*no sign should be given them, but 
that of the prophet Jonas — ^for as the pro- 
phet was three days and three nights in 
the whale's belly, so the Son of man should 
be three days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth :" and then predicting their 
continued unbelief, he added, ** The men 
of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it; be- 
cause they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas, and behold a greater than Jonas 
is here !"' Long before, he had told them 
that ^* if they believed not Moses and the 
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prophets, neither would they believe though 
one rose from the dead/* And when that 
Great One did rise from the dead, as Jonah 
from the depths of the ocean, they did not 
and would not believe ; though this was 
indeed a wonderful sign, abundantly es- 
tablished by many witnesses, and confirmed 
by evidence which they could neither gain- 
say nor resist, — thus verifying by their 
own conduct the truth of all the Saviour's 
predictions and assertions, and proving 
that if men will not believe the evidence 
of the truth of revelation which they already 
possess, they would not believe any de- 
gree of evidence that could be offered 
them. 

Let us, however, in a far different spirit, 
endeavour to contemplate the sign here 
vouchsafed to us by our Lord — " the sign 
of the prophet Jonas ;" and let us, in de- 
pendence upon the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, endeavour to ascertain in what re- 
spects he was a sign, or type, of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, We would carefully abstain 
in this instance from pursuing even our 
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Lord's own illustration further than he in- 
tended. There can be no resemblance 
whatever between the personal character 
of this most disobedient and refractory pro* 
phet and that of our perfectly obedient and 
sinless Master. Jonah was one of the most 
inconsistent of God's ancient servants ; and 
therefore we must be cautious how we seek 
resemblance between him and the holy^ 
spotless Saviour : but we conceive that we 
shall keep within the scope of our Lord's 
observation, if we consider Jonah as typical 
of him in three particulars : 

L In his ignominious death. 

IL In his wonderful resurrection. 

III. In the effects which followed. 

I, There are two circumstances con- 
nected with the fate of Jonah singularly 
illustrative of the death of our Lord : it 
was VOLUNTARY — and it was penal. It is 
not a little remarkable that this man, who, 
to escape an imaginary danger, was fleeing 
from the path of duty and the presence of 
God, should upon this occasion so disin<* 
terestedly ofier his own life as a sacrifice 
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for others : *^ Take me up/' said he, ^*and 
cast me forth into the sea ; so shall llie 
sea be calm unto you/'* The shipmeit, 
from motives of humanity, were most r^uc> 
tant to have recourse to this expedient ; so 
they struggled hard with the tempestuous 
waves, but they could not reach the shore; 
At last, therefore, they complied with the 
prophet's direction ; they ^' took him up aad' 
cast him forth into the sea, and the sea ceased 
from her raging." It is evident the riiip* 
men believed that they were consigning 
Jonah to destruction ; and it seems equally 
apparent that Jonah did not expect any mi- 
raculous deliverance ; his calm submission, 
therefore, to the will of God, and the com- 
posure with which he gave himself over to 
death to save the lives of the crew, are very 
admirable, and afford an accurate type of 
Him who voluntarily gave himself as a 
victim for us, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross— not to 
save our bodies from an untimely or violent 
death, but to save both body and soul from 

^ Jonah i. 12. 
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h^lk \ :That his death was voluntary is a 
meet Sntportant truth, and one which he him- 
atlf kibofired to impress on his disciples. 
Alt&mgb'the Eternal Father is often repre* 
a$snted^ as sending and giving his Son, yet 
thftt Soft is with equal frequency described 
a^t^^ring, giving, and devoting himself.* 
And rCiiirefi when he was in the flesh, and 
}}$iii become *Hhe man Christ Jesus/' his 
8ubini8eio& to death was a further and de-- 
libe Aite act of his own. ' ^ I am the good 
sh^opberd/' said he; *^the good shepherd 
gmth his life for the sheep ; • • • and 1 lay 
down my life for the sheep . . • I lay down 
my life^ that I might take it again. No 
mm taJsjeth it from me, but I lay it down 
o|);n^Belf : I have power to lay it down, 
ao^. power to take it again !"t Such power 
xmvw was delegated to any creature by the 
E^ei^al Father; nor could any being who 
was not God exercise such a power. But this 
did lesus for his people. No human arm 
could have deprived him of life, if he had 
not been pleased to dismiss his spirit — ^^ to 

* Gal. i. 4 ; Titus ii. 14. f John x. 1 1—18., 

l5 
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yield up the ghost !" It was altogether a volun- 
tary act ; none could have had the least 
power at all against him, unless it had, with 
his own consent, been ^^ given to them of 
his Father." 

But his death was also penax. : Jonah, 
when he told the shipmen to cast him 
into the sea, acknowledged that he was 
the guilty cause of that tremendous storm, 
and that his disobedience had brought all 
that risk and terror upon them — ^^ I know 
that for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you," said, he. And in proof of hi^ 
saying, a great calm ensued as soon as the 
angry waves had swallowed him up : God 
was appeased by the offering; the ship- 
men's lives were saved, and they glori- 
fied God. In like manner were the 
sufferings and death of the Son of God 
altogether penal. Sin, though not his own, 
raised that tempest which beat so fearfully 
on his devoted head ; the wrath of God, as 
a mighty hurricane, swept over the whole 
earth, and its inhabitants would have been 
utterly and for ever consumed, had not this 
Jonah been cast into the raging ocean of 
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God's wrath, and at once appeased it ! " He 
was cast into the belly of hell for us ; all the 
billows and waves of God's anger passed 
oyer him ; the waters compassed him about, 
even to the soul ; the earth with her bars 
seemed about him for ever. His soul 
fainted within him, and he said, I am cast 
out of thy sight ;"* for he cried out, "My 
God, my God ! why hast thou forsaken 
me ?" Why, indeed, had he forsaken him ? 
except for this, because on him was laid 
the guilt of the whole world : "he sank 
like lead in the mighty waters;^ like 
Jonah, he appeared to perish ; with him he 
dwelt in darkness three days and three 
nights, as it were, in the heart of the earth : 
* ' It was expedient that one man should die 
for the people, and that the whole nation," 
or the whole world, " perish not.''* 

n. But it was the wonderful preserva- 
tion of Jonah in the depths of the sea, and 
his perfect restoration after three days, or 
on the third day, according to the Hebrew 
idiom, which afforded the most significant 

sign of THE R£SURR£CTIpN 01? THE LORO 
* Jonah ii. t John xi. 50. 
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Jebus. The Lord, by his mighty power 
and in his infioite wisdom, ** had prepared 
a great fish to swallow up Jonah" when 
the shipmen cast him overboard, and *^ in 
the belly of the fish Jonah was three days 
and three nights ;" there he was enabled 
not only to live, but to retain his conscious* 
ness, and in this strange temple he wor- 
shipped God, sought and found mercy, and 
'^ when he cried thence to the Lord, he 
heard his voice." ^' And the Lord spake 
unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land." 

This wonderful story has afforded matter 
of impious scoffing to some, and of doubtful 
scepticism to others ; while a third party, 
professedly believers, have attempted to 
explain its difficulties by natural pheno- 
mena. All such speculations are much to be 
deprecated. Our belief of this history 
ought not to rest upon its probability or 
possibility, but upon the simple fact, that 
it is recorded in the book of God. Let 
this one point be admitted, viz. the truth 
and inspiration of the holy scriptures, and 
then the rest must follow. We believe what 
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ever-^e fead therein, however improbable, 
or even impossible it may seem to us. 
Let scientific sceptics despise this as unphi-* 
losophical and absurd — let them worship 
a Deity who, according to their conception 
of him, is unable to depart from the ordi- 
nary course of nature: we worship a God 
to whom *^ all things are possible :*' we 
believe, that he who made our first parents 
out of the dust of the earth, and he who 
curiously forms the babe in its mother's 
wi[>mb, and wonderfully supports it there, 
could " prepare," could, if he saw fit, create 
a ^sh, capable of receiving and sustaining 
the prophet for any length of time. Let 
the infidel weakly and falsely argue, that 
because, within the narrow limits of his re- 
search and experience, no inhabitant of the 
deep has been discovered that could thus 
have received, and for such a length of 
time supported a man, that therefore, in 
the wide and unexplored regions of the 
immeasurable ocean, none such ever exist* 
ed ! We leave such persons in possession 
of their imaginary deity ; — finite, impotent, 
and limited by human knowledge I — ^while 
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we worship the God who sustained Jonah in 
h'fe and consciousness for three days and 
three nights in the depth of the sea, and 
then restored him to his prophetic office : 
the same God who raised up his Son Jesus 
Christ from the dea4, and clothed him with 
majesty and power. 

This great event of which the former was 
a type, was repeatedly and distinctly pre- 
dicted by our Lord himself. ''Destroy 
this temple,*' said he to the Jews, '^ and 
after three days I will raise it up." And, 
without parable or figure, he told the disci- 
ples plainly y ** Behold, we go up to Jerusa- 
lem ; and the Son of man shall be betrayed 
unto the Chief Priests, and unto the Scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to death, and 
shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to scourge, and to crucify him : and 
the third day he shall rise again."* And 
although his own disciples appear to have 
been peculiarly slow to understand and be-* 
lieve this great truth, so plainly predicted, 
yet the Pharisees and the other enemies of 
Jesus fully understood it, and rightly 

* Matt XX. 17—19. 
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judged that the whole truth of his mission 
was based upon this event ; so that if he 
had not risen from the dead, and that upon 
the third day, his character would have 
been stamped as that of an impostor. On 
this account it was, that they took such 
pains to prevent his resurrection. " Sir," 
said they to Pilate, ^*we remember that 
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
After three days I will rise again. Com- 
mand, therefore, that the sepulchre be made 
sure until the third day, lest his disciples 
come by night and steal him away, and say 
unto the people, He is risen from th^ dead : 
so the last error shall be worse than the 
first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a 
watch : go your way, make it as sure as ye 
can. So they went and made the sepul- 
chre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a 
watch."* Thus they themselves became 
witnesses to Pilate of the fact that Jesus had 
predicted his own resurrection; and that 
they were taking every possible precaution 
to prevent imposition on the part of his 
disciples. What an eventful crisis was 

« Matt xxvii. 63—66. 
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tlm in the gospel history ! Mafice and 
wickedness had been exhausted in the cnii^ 
ferings and death of this mysterious being'':- 
he was dead and buried ; and yet his eKi» 
mies feared him, their hearts misgjaTe^ 
them; and now human wisdom does its 
utmost to prevent collusion, and to detain ^ 
his body in the grave. Had they succeed*- 
ed, had it been possible for death to have 
held the body of the Lord, for corruption to-^ 
have preyed upon him, for the bars of 
Hades to have retained him, all his su£Perr 
ings, agonies, and death had availed ^us / 
nothing. Imagine the fearful train of., 
consequences which must have followed ! 
There would have been no evidence that. 
God the Father had accepted his offering ., 
and sacrifice ; no pledge, nor even hope <rf • 
man's resurrection, would have been alBBbrd^.. 
ed ; the gospel would not have beefat * 
preached, nor would the Holy Ghost have . 
descended upon the Church — He himself . 
would have been proved a false prophet ; 
and after a partial and transitory gleam of 
light shed upon a dark and ruined world 
by the personal appearance of one calling 
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himself the'Son of Qod, it would have been 
pluoged again into darker and deeper de- 
solation than before I Well might St. Paul 
ezclalm, " If Christ be not risen, then is 
OUT preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain ; we are found false witnesses of God, 
ye are yet in your sins:"* "But now," 
we may add with the apostle, " now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firet-fruits of them that slept. " In vain 
their many precautions ; every measure 
which his enemies adopted recoiled npon 
themselves, covered them with fresh dis- 
grace, and contributed in an extraordinary 
degree to corroborate the fact of his resur- 
rection. The soldiers whom they had 
placed over his grave became the unpreju- 
diced witnesses of his return to life ; they 
saw the angel, and felt the earthquake, they 
beheld Immanuel burst the bonds of death ; 
and the pious women, who sought his grave 
at break of day, arrived in time to see the 
confusion of the Roman guard ; for while 
** the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men, the angel said unto the women, 
* 1 Cor. XY. 14—17. 
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Fear not ye \^ The Jewish rulers, though 
judicially blinded, perceived the error 
which they had committed, and, convinced 
against their will of the reality of his resur- 
rection, added folly to their wickedness, by 
bribing the Roman soldiers to circulate a 
tale, which carried with it its own Tefiita- 
tion, and could tend only to establish the 
truth which it was designed to subvert* 
That a Ron^an guard should sleep on their 
watch on such an important occasion, and 
when they had received a special appoint* 
nlent by the governor himself, and yet that 
that guard should remain unpunished, was a 
story actually incredible ! 

But it pleased God to establish the fact 
of the glorious resurrection of his Son from 
the grave, by a chain of evidence, perfect 
and unbroken, and worthy of its importance. 
St. Paul enumerates the persons to whom 
the Lord Jesus appeared, and with whom 
he familiarly conversed, and with whom 
he ate and drank during his forty days so- 
journ upon earth after his resurrection. f 
These all became his witnesses. No sooner 

* Matt, xxviii. 2—5. t 1 Cor. xv. 4 — 8. 
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did his disciples receive their commission 

by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, 

than they went forth and published upon 

the spot all the circumstances of his resur^- 

rection. In the face of cruel and relentless 

persecution, they declared and reiterated 

the truth of this event, and publicly affirmed 

it in the presence of those who were most 

interested in refuting it, and on whom also 

the apostles boldly charged ** the guilt of the 

blood of this just person !'' Yet the truth 

of the resurrection of Jesus Christ .from the 

dead, so far from being disproved, was in a 

very short time almost universally admitted 

throughout the world as an undoubted fact. 

This result is inconceivable and unaccount- 

able, except upon the assumption that the 

glorious event which we this day comme- 

morate is true ! Christ is risen indeed ! 

As the Lord brought up Jonah from the 

depths of the sea upon the. third day, so, at 

the command of the same God, death gave 

up its prey ; ^Mt was impossible that Jesus 

could be holden of him:" and as Imma- 

nuel came forth as a mighty conqueror over 

death and hell, he established immovably the 
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truth of his mission, the divine nature of 
his person, the efficacy of his great salva- 
tion, and his Fathers acceptance of it ; and 
as a pledge and earnest of the future victorid^ 
of all his people, he became the first-fruits 
of them that slept, aflPording us sure evi- 
dence that '' them that sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him !'* 

But once more. III. Jonah was a type of 
Christ with respect to the important ef- 
fects WHICH FOLLOWED FROM HIS RESUR- 
RECTION. Little did the thousands of Nine- 
veh imagine, as they pursued their gay of 
busy course of sin and worldliness, that their 
deliverance from the impending judgments 
of Almighty God depended upon the life of 
an obscure Jew, who was shut up in m 
strange a prison-house in the midst of' th6 
fathomless ocean ! They would have scorned! 
and ridiculed the idea, had it been ptd- 
sented to them. And as little did tbe 
Jewish rulers, or the various sects of Gen- 
tile philosophers, or the proud governors 
and warlike chiefs of the Roman world, 
imagine that their eternal salvation de- 
pended upon the resurrection of the body 
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of one . who had been executed as a Jewish 
lOalefactor, and had been buried in a tomb 
aear Mount Calvary ! Yet so it wag ! Had 
hg not risen from the dead, both we and 
t^ey had all perished. But he did rise, 
a^, we. have seen. As Jonah was restored 
and brought up from the depths of the sea, 
and went and preached unto the people of 
JJ^^ineveh, and they believed, repented, and 
were saved from the destruction which 
threatened them ; so the Lord Jesas rose 
from the dead, to evangelise and save the 
world. And who can calculate the results ? 
See« the apostles go forth and spread in 
eyery city — not the melancholy tidings of 
Jpnoh's monotonous warning, " Yet forty 
dfiys, and Nineveh shall be overthrown" — 
bjjf preaching" Jesus and the resurrection," 
gfiomising and imparting the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit to those who sought them in re- 
pentance and faith. The glad tidings of 
salya^ign announced first at Jerusalemspread 
from city to city, and from country to 
CQuntry, Asia receives the word, and Europe 
welcomes it; the proud fabrics of heatlien- 
ism. erected in Greece and Rome crumble 
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into dust, and the blessings of salvation, 
flowing down from a risen and glorified 
Lord, spread through all lands. Unto this 
very day, and through successive genera- 
tions, the fruits of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead are gathered in rich 
abundance. Hence our every hope of pre- 
sent peace and future glory ; pardon, recon- 
ciliation, sanctification, and every gift of 
the Spirit, descend from him alone, who 
having risen from the dead, and being set 
down at the right hand of God " has re- 
ceived gifts for men, yea, even for the 
rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them.*' *' Here, indeed, is a 
greater than Jonah :" here is a miracle 
more wonderful than that which was wrought 
upon him ; and here are results incompara- 
bly more important, extensive, and glorious, 
than those which followed from the mission 
of Jonah. 

Let us make use of the application of the 
subject suggested by our Lord himself. 
" Will not the men of Nineveh rise up in the 
judgment and condemn us," if we neglect 
this great salvation ? * ' for they repented 
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upon the preaching of Jonas, but a greater 
than Jonas is here !'' Jesus Christ is set 
before us crucified, risen, glorified ! All 
the excellencies of his person, all the suffi- 
ciency of his grace, are exhibited to us: 
shall we be indifferent to them ? Our tri- 
umphant Lord, laden with the spoils of his 
enemies, opens to us all the riches of his 
salvation ; invites us to partake of them ; 
has on this day more especially spread 
them before us at his sacramental feast — can 
we refuse his invitation ? Can any person 
slight such grace as this? Shall this af- 
fecting season of the year be permitted to 
pass away without much serious reflection 
and earnest prayer ? Alas, alas ! to many, 
the sufferings and death, the glorious re- 
surrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus, 
and the coming of the Holy Ghost, are topics 
of no interest : the season and the subject 
fade away, and leave them unimpressed, 
unaffected ! Christ to them is dead in vain ! 
Yet not wholly in vain, for if thus they slight 
his love — and as the years roll by, they are 
found thus hardened against the truth, how 
far sorer judgments must fall on them ! 
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How great, how terrible their coudemiia- 
tion \ They had the light, but loved the dark- 
ness — the way of life was pointed out to them, 
but they chose the way of death ! Oh that 
God in his great mercy would show such 
men the extremity of their danger, and the 
inconceivable torments they are heaping up 
to themselves, ** treasuring up wrath against 
the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgments of God,'* which will 
fall upon every one who has not obeyed the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But let all penitent believers draw near 
to this holy feast in a spirit of devout joy 
and thankfulness. If there is any day in 
the year on which it becomes us to celebrate 
the dying love of Christ with exultation 
and gladness — if ever the supper of the Lord 
should be a eucharist, that is, an act of 
THANKSGIVING, surcly itisouthis blessed day 
when we commemorate the glories of his 
resurrection, and the completion of his great 
salvation. In the language of Nehemiah 
to the Jews of old, who were unduly affected 
with grief through a sense of their own un- 
worthiness to partake of a feast of the Lord, 
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tre may say to you, ** This day is holy unto 
the Lord your God, mourn not, nor weep, 

neither be ye sorry, for the joy of 

the Lord is your strength."* With the 
apostle we would say again, " Rejoice in 
the Lord alway, and again, I say. Rejoice :'* 
** thanks be unto God, who always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ." f We have 
mourned with him, and wept, in Geth- 
semane and Golgotha ; now let us rejoice 
with him in his exaltation and triumph. 
He lives. He reigns, He pervades all space. 
He is here among us. He presides at this 
feast of love^ He will be surely present with 
us, in the midst of us : let us then by faith 
hear His voice saying unto us, ** Peace be 
unto you :" may He breathe upon us and 
say, " Receive ye the Holy Ghost." May 
our souls repose on Him in sweet compla- 
cency ! 

Here let all my cares and sorrows end. 
It is enough ; Jesus is yet alive, able and 
willing to save me ; He has conquered all 
my enemies, and He will bruise them under 
my feet shortly ; to Him I commit my soul ; 

* Nehem. viii. 9, 10. f 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

K 
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in Him may I live and walk, in Him may 
I fall asleep ; and when I awake up on the 
morning of the resurrection, I shall be. ^- 
tisfied, O Lord, with thy likeness ! Por 
thou hast said, *^ Because I live, ye shall 
live also !" 

^^ Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ. To 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. "* 

* Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
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SOLOMON.* 

jM ATT HEW xii. 42. 

A 

** The queen of the south shall rise up in the 
judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it : for she camr from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to hear the wis- 
DOM OF SOLOMON — AND BEHOLD, a .GREATER 
THAN SOLOMON IS HERE." 

A STRIKING peculiarity is observable in the 
preaching of our blessed Lord. Not only 
did he teach as one having authority, not 
only were his discourses imbued with such 

* Those who attended the lectures in Passion Week, 
will perceive that this- sermon is substituted for that 
which was preached on the evening of Easter Day. 
The author discovered, in preparing these discourses 
for the press, that in Sermon xxiv. in his second mis- 

K 2 
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wisdom that he was declared even by his 

enemies to speak as never man spake, but 

he assumed to himself at times an exaltatiou^ 

and a dignity which would in any other 

person have been chargeable w;th prid^ 

and presumption. Contrasting himself, witt 

the most illustrious persons of antiquity, or 

even with the most sacred things and places, 

he claimed superiority to them all, and Ae;- 

clared himself greater than they ! . The 

Jews perceived this tendency in his discotirs^ 

when they said to him, '* Art thou greater 

than our father Abraham"* — the great 

father of the faithful and the friend of God ? 

And he answered, " Before Abraham was 

I AM !*' making himself not only greater 

than Abraham, but equal with God ! ^ So 

when conversing with the woman of Samia- 

ria, she said to him, "Art thou greater than 

our father Jacob, who gave us this welll 

cellaneous volume, he had treated the same subject in 
so similar a manner , that to have published the one in 
question would have been little more than a repetition: 
He has therefore introduced a sermon preached much 
more recently, which appeared to him to form a suit- 
able conclusion to the present series. 
* John viii. 58—58. 
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He replied, ** If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give 
me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee living 
water :*** thus making himself greater than 
Jacob. The royal David was one to whom 
the Jews looked back with peculiar pride 
and reverence ; but Jesus taught them that 
** David in spirit had called him Lord !** t 
Their temple too was justly held by the 
people as the most sacred and the noblest 
object which their eyes could behold; yet 
Jesus declared unto them, ^^ In this place is 
one greater than the temple V^ J What more 
holy, or what law more divine, than the law 
of the sabbath ? Yet said he, '* The Son 
of man is Lord also of ^he sabbath !'^§ 
And in ' the context : what prophet experi- 
enced so wonderful and so miraculous a 
deliverance as Jonah ? or whose preaching 
was so highly honoured as his to the Nine- 
vites ? Yet our Lord declares ** a greater 
than Jonas is here !" And once .more, in the 
text itself, what man so wise, what king so 

♦ John iv. 10, f Matt. xxii. 43. 

X Matt. xii. 6, $ Luke vi. 5. 
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glorious as Solomon ? And yet, '' Behold,** 
saith he, ** a greater than Solomon is 
here !** Soch language as this, so often r^* 
peated, is applicable alone to the divine 
Founder of the christian system: and he 
who thus proclaimed himself as greater than 
the greatest, and wiser than the wisest, and 
holier than the holiest of men, could be 
none other than God the Son — God and 
man in one Christ. 

A careful comparison of this type, Solo- 
mon, with its antitype the Lord Jesus, as 
instituted by himself, will tend to '^ manifest 
forth his glory/' and to confirm our faith 
in his suflSciency . May our eyes be opened 
to see, and our hearts to understand, the 
wisdom and glary of Messiah ! 

In the verses immediately preceding the 
text, our Lord declares that the wonderful 
event recorded in the history of Jonah was 
a sign, or a type, of his ignominious death, 
his preservation from corruption, and his 
wonderful resurrection on the third day* 
The reign of Solomon appears to be more 
particularly, though not exclusively, a figure 
of the peaceful character and extended in- 
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fluence of Messiah's kingdom. But in 
whatever point of view we contemplate the 
illustrious king of Israel, whether in his 
personal character, or in respect to the great 
work assigned to him, or as seated upon his 
glorious and peaceful throne, we shall have 
reason to exclaim, a greater than Solomon 
is here ! 

I.et us consider Solomon, I. in his per- 
sonal CHARACTER. He was in a remarkable 
manner the child of prophecy and promise. 
God sent to David by Nathan the prophet, 
and said, " Behold a son shall be bom unto 
thee who shall be a man of rest, and I will give 
him rest from all his enemies round about; 
for his name shall be Solomon,"* that is, 
" peaceable.** Thus was he foretold of God 
before he was conceived in the womb : and 
at his birth God sent yet again by his pro- 
phet to his parents to declare the special love 
which he had for this child : " She bare a 
son, and he called his name Solomon ; and 
THE LORD LOTED uiH. And he Sent by the 
hand of Nathan the prophet ; and he called 
his name Jedediab," which means beloved 
. * 1 Chron. xxiL 9. 
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of the Lord, *^ because of the Lord**** 
David was the man after God's own heairt { 
but this peculiar testimony was reserved for 
this peaceable Solomon, that it should be 
siaid of him ^^ that the Lord loved him/' 
And need we refer to the oft-repeated testi-^ 
monies given from heaven itself, sometimas 
with an audible voice, that he of whom Sqt 
lomon was a type, was in a far higher dense 
beloved of God — *Uhat only begotten Son of 
God in whom he was well pleased ?" " This 
is my beloved Son, hear ye him/' A man 
of peace too, a Solomon, full of mildness and 
love ; meek and gentle. Who can help 
being struck with the extraordinary instance 
of humility in Solomon, wio when called 
to the throne, and in the prime of his life, 
expressed his sense of his own insufficjleucy^. 
when God appeared to him in the vision^, 
of the night, saying, "I am but a little 
child, and know not how to go out or come, 
in !" So Jesus submitted himself to his pa- 
rents, and condescended, when a youth, to 
seek instruction from the doctors in the ten:i- 
ple — He was meek and lowly in heart.** 

9 2 Sam. xii. 24, 25* 



But it is to the celebrated wisdom of So- 
IdmoQ that our Saviour refers in the text 
tfliea he claims superiority to him: "The 
()^een of the south came to hear the wisdom 
of Sblomon, and behold a gi-eater than So* 
lottioD is here." The extent of the wisdom of 
Sblomon is particularly described in the 
sacred story, "Behold," said the Lord unto 
Hiln, " I have done according to thy words ; 
lo, 1 have given thee a wise and understand' 
ing 'heart, so that there was none like thee 

BEFORE THEE, NEITHER AFTER THEE SHALL 

ANY ARISE LIKE UNTO THEE."* And again 
it is added, " God gave Solomon wisdom 
and understanding exceeding much .... 
^lid Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom 
of all the children of the East, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt ; for he was wiser than all 
men."t The Jewish commentators on this 
passage say that of course Messiah is ex- 
cepted; and that when he comes he will be 
as much wiser than Solomon as Solomon 
was wiser than all other men. And tlieir 
own prophets predicted the same truth : 
" that on him should rest the spirit of wis- 
• Kings iii. 12. f 'v. 29—34. , ^ 

K 5 
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dom and understaiidiDg, the sjnrit of coan- 
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge and <rf 
the fear of the Lord/'* He should be 

•* Wonderful, Coun8ellor,theMightyGod:"t 
the source and centre of all the wisdom of 

God. And no less did his disciples claim 
for Jesus of Nazareth, the true Messiah. 
He is ^^ Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. J He was ** filled with 
wisdom"^ from his mother^s womb — a wis- 
dom which astonished and confounded bis 
adversaries ; ^' Whence hath this man this 
wisdom, and these mighty works?''! they 
exclaimed. Nor could it be otherwise, for 
St. Paul declares, that '^ in him were hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ;''^ 
an assertion which could be made of no 
created being without blasphemy ; but 
might well be predicted of him who was 
wisdom itself, for he was God ! And it is 
a striking circumstance, that St. Paul, in 
arguing at length the divinity of the Lord 
Jesus, quotes the words of Nathan respecting 
Solomon, as having reference to the son- 

* Isa. xi. 2, 8. f Isa. ix. 6. J 1 Cor. J. 24. 

§ Luke ii. 40. [| Matt, xiiu 54. % Col. ii. 3. 
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ship of the Redeemer : ** unto which of the 
angelB said he at any time, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee : and 
again, I will be to him a Father, and he 
shall be to me a Son." (Compare 1 Chron. 
xvii. 13, with Heb. i. 5.) In every [wint 
of view, how far more glorious Christ than 
Solomon ! more beloved of God — a dearer 
child — more peaceful, and gentle, infinitely 
more wise and holy — for the greatest and 
wisest of mere men fell away from Grod in 
his old age, and dishonom^d himself with 
idolatry and sin, but the Messiah fell not I 
" Behold a greater than Solomon is here !" 
But if we, II. view the orkat work 

WHICH WAS ASSIGNED TO SoLOUON, and 

which he accomplished and completed, we 
shall obtain another view of the superiority 
of Christ, David had greatly desired to 
build a temple wherein the majesty of God 
might visibly dwell : he had accumulated 
vast riches and materials for this purpose. 
But God had assigned this work to another, 
David had been a man of war from liis 
youth, and though he bad acted under the 
direction of the Lord, his office as captaiu^ 
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of the Lord*8 hosts did not fit him for the 
more peaceful occupation of building the 
house of the Lord. He must be content to 
be a type of Christ principally in confliqt, 
in trial, in persecution, and sorrow : but his 
peaceable and more glorious son Solomon 
shall represent the establishment . of his 
gospel upon earth, the building of his spi- 
ritual temple* Accordingly to him David 
gave the plans he had by inspiration re* 
ceived from God himself, and vfitii many 
prayers and exhortations committed to his 
son the honourable and important work of 
building an habitation for the Lord Grod of 
Israel. This trust Solomon faithfully and 
wi^ly discharged, and erected this sjdendjd 
palace for the Most High, which in glory 
and riches, in its costly decorations and 
g<)rgeous ornaments, excited for many ge* 
Derations the wonder and admiration of the 
world. 

But Solomon and his temple were types 
of an Architect more wise, and of a build- 
ing more glorious. It was predicted of this 
descendant of David and Solomon, that as 
a Branch, he should spring out of their 
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Toot, " that he should grow up out of his 
place, and should build the temple of the 
Lord : even he shall build the temple of the 
Lord, and he shall bear the glory, and shall 
sit and rule upon his throne, and he shall 
he a priest upon his throne, and the counsel 
of peace shall be between them both." * 
A prediction uttered while the second tem- 
ple was in rapid progress towards its com- 
pletion, and therefore doubtless referring to 
a third, of which the' first and second were 
both typical, even that spiritual temple, 
whose living stones are the souls of Christ's 
redeemed, " builded together for a habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit." This is 
that house of which St. Paul speaks, which 
is built not by Moses, but by God and his 
Christ, who as a Son presides over his own 
house, " whose house are we, if we hold 
(a&t the coufidence, and the rejoicing of the 
hope, firm unto the end."t "Ye are 
God's building," saith the same apostle 
again to the Corinthians, of which " Jesus 
Christ" is the one only " foundation." 
*' Know ye not," saith he, " that ye are the 
' Zech..vi. 12, 13. . t Heb. iii. 6. -^ 
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temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ?" * " Ye are Grod's work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus to good 
works," he saith yet further to the Ephe- 
sians, ^* built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone, in whom all 
the building fitly framed together, gro^eth 
unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit/' f The phraseo- 
logy of the apostle with respect to the gra- 
dual progress of this spiritual temple, 
silently fitted and framed together by the 
Spirit's operations on the souls of men, 
forcibly reminds us of one great peculiarity 
in the building of Solomon's temple* Every 
stone ^as fashioned in the quarry, and 
every timber carved into its shape else- 
where, and then silently, without noise and 
confusion, fitted into their places , in the 
building, which would thus rise almost as 
by an invisible power. " And the house, 
when it was in building, was built of stone, 
made ready before it was brought thither : 

* 1 Cor. iii. 9, 1 1, 16. . t Eph. ii. 10, 20— 22. 
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so that there was neither hammer, nor axe, 
nor any tool of iron heard in the house 
while it was in building/' * Most beautiful 
type of the silent and secret progress of 
divine grace in the hearts of sinners ! They 
are exhorted to " look to the rock whence 
they were hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence they were digged." How wonder- 
fully and almost imperceptibly has the 
divine Artificer formed and shapen them, 
and placed them in his spiritual building, 
which is still in rapid progress, rising con- 
tinually in all the earth, and increasing on 
every side ! 

And how infinitely more glorious this 
temple of Christ even now, than that of 
Solomon in its most glorious days I A 
church of faithful people, dwelling together 
in unity, adorned with the symmetry of 
God's grace, displaying the ornaments of a 
meek and quiet spirit, enriched with, vir- 
tues more lovely than all the carved work 
of the ancient temple, full of peace, and 
joy, and hope, and good works, abounding 
in everything that can reflect the image of 
God, and display his workmanship^-^how 

• 1 Kings vi. 7. 
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beautiful in the eyes of holy angels aad'ot 
God himself! Solomon's temple, "with'jfll! 
its gold and precious stones, and rare aii' 
signs, was but a material temple, form^ 
of perishable things — and it was swdjjt' 
away: another built upon its site has* alSb' 
been utterly destroyed ; but this tenipli'-OT 
God, this building of immortal souls, cate 
never perish, it hath everlasting founVitil-t^ 
tions, and its builder and maker is G6<J'l' 
Even now it is glorious, obscured as it 'Js 
with imperfection and error ; still the 
flame of divine love glows upon its alter; 
the incense of prayer and praise ascendeth" 
from it continually ; spiritual sacrifices afel 
oflPered in it without ceasing, and God hiifi^' 
self dwells there, though invisible ; and e¥cf' 
long every unsightl}^ obstacle will be Re- 
moved, and the building shall be complete T' 
III. But once more, Solomon wAjs-'A* 
TYPE OF Christ, in the character, a^n^I 

EXTENT OF HIS KINGDOM. Chrfst IS lUd^^" 

a king, and has a kingdom and a peo^l^' 
subject to his sway : his dominion also re* • 
sembles that of Solomon^ in that it i^ 
Peace ! By this the reign of Solomon Was' 
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4istinguisbed from that of any king who 
pfjecqded ox followed him: profound and 
undisturbed repose was diffused through 
hi9 whole empire all his days, ** And Ju- 
dfth ^nd Israel dwelt safely, every man 
n^der his vine and under his fig-tree, from 
Dan . even to Beersheba, all the days of 
Solomon."* Security, tranquillity, and 
peace, were enjoyed by his people, who 
cultivated the arts and sciences in conjuncr 
tion with the true religion of God, an4 
'^. peace and happiness, truth and justice^ 
religion and piety, were established among 
them." Even the surrounding nations ap- 
'p^ai to have felt the influence of the peaces* 
fiil reign of Solomon, and to have been 
w:ithheld from the cruel practices of war. 

And such is the sway of the Lord Jesus 
over his. happy people. Born and exer- 
cising his ministry in a period of universal 
peace, his approach was proclaimed by the 
songs of angels announcing ^^ peace on earth 
and good will to men/' He was emphati- 
cally ** the Prince of Peace ;" and if the in* 
troduction of his gentle government of love 
be ill any instance the occasion of disunion 

* 1 Kings iv. 25. 
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and enmity, this must be attributed to the 
wickedness and rebellion of man's heart, 
which rejects and opposes his government 
Wherever he reigns there is peace ; but oft- 
times when he ^ * speaks of peace men make 
them ready to battle,*' ** they will not have 
this man to reign over them :*' and hence 
conflict and " the sword "have not unfre- 
quently attended the introduction of the 
religion of peace and love into nations and 
families. But who can describe the ' ^ great 
peace which they have, who love his law V 
They find his kingdom to be indeed ** righte- 
ousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost/' They enjoy tranquillity of mind 
which no outward circumstances can dis- 
turb—peace which the world cannot give 
nor take away — peace which passeth all 
understanding — peace in the midst of 
trials, temptations, conflicts, persecutions, 
sorrows both many and great. It was the 
blessed legacy bequeathed them by their 
departing Lord — ** Peace I leave with you, 
my peace give I unto you ; not as the 
world giveth give I unto you." " Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
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afraid." True, this repose of spirit can be 
enjoyed only where Jesus reigns with un- 
disputed sway. It cannot be found in the 
divided heart, in the treacherous bosom ; 
the hypocrite cannot enjoy it, nor the 
self-deceived comprehend it : in the house 
divided against itself there must be dis- 
cord and misery. Peace is the portion of 
the ** upright in heart," of those whose 
hearts are " perfect before God," " whose 
eye is single, and their whole body full of 
light ;" not dinless, but honestly, earnestly, 
and energetically striving to be so : those 
* ^ whose hearts do not condemn them, and 
therefore have confidence before God.'* 
The hypocrite may have ** a hope, but it 
will perish :** the self-confident, but unholy 
and unmortified professor may have joy, 
but it will be taken from him, ^' and sor- 
row will seize upon him as of a woman in 
travail :" While of those faithful followers 
of Jesus who may now have sorrow, it is 
said that ** they shall have joy, and their 
joy no man taketh from them.'' 

But the kingdom of Solomon was not 

only PEACEABLE, but also WIDELY EX- 
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TRENDED. In his days all the prooOsqs ^ 
God to Moses were fulfilled ; all the }^^ 
of Canaan submitted to him ; his sw^^^;t 
tended over the countries from the <n.y^ 
to the great sea^ bordering south wv^d oqi 
£gypt> ^^d northward upon the kiiigdQ^ 
of Assyria. Nor only so^ the Q^tile 
nations did him homage; 'V^j^iopia, 
stretched out her hands unto God ;" ^' the 
kings of Tarshish and of the isle$ brouglift 
presents, the kings of Sheba and Seh^ 
offered gifts."* The glowing and poetic^ 
descripttojis from the pen of David den 
scribe alike the glorious reign of Solomon,, 
and the more glorious kingdom of Messiah«t 
Who shall limit the dominion of him w]tiO| 
as ^'he ascended upon high, led captiTJjty 
captive, and received gifts for men," " safv 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven/' ajid 
had **all power given unto him in heay^|^ 
and earth ?'* No sooner did he pour forth 
his Spirit upon the day of Pentecost than 
the hearts of the children of men began to 
yield to him ; soon did a great multitude 

* Psalm Ixxii. 
f See Psalms xlv. and Ixviii. and others. 
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6f 'J(^i«^s believe ; the Grentile cities owned 
hfe 'si^ay, and ere long his peaceful, holy 
kirigdotn extended itself over thecivilised 
world. From that day to this he has had 
^ pdotxle in the earth ; and now, blessed be 
hts name, we are permitted to witness th^ 
extension of his kingdom . in every part of 
tho habitable globe. His gospel is im^^ 
questionably preached and his word tran&f 
lated and circulated among moite people* 
and tongues, and languages, than it was vA 
the apostles' days— and he is now in a won- 
derful manier gathering in his elect 
throughout the world: Some of almost all 
nations have owned his power to save. 
Jews and heathens, Africans and Indians; 
with the inhabitants of the reniotest islands 
of the sea, have joyfully accejpted the . gos- 
pel kingdom, and yield the homage of their 
hearts and lives to Jesus. True indeed it 
s , that these are but, as it were, samples 
or first-fruits of the nations of the earth : 
certain it is, that we do not yet see all 
things put under him : till this day he sits 
at the right hand of God, " expecting,-' 
waiting, *^ until his foes are made his foot- 
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Stool/' HIb more glorious, his universal 
kingdom is yet to come ! There is a world 
to come ! A kingdom to come ! A might, 
and a power^ and a majesty, and a domi- 
nion of the Messiah, yet to be exhibited, of 
which at present we have but the most 
faint conception. We, like those of old, 
may search what, and what manner of 
time the Spirit of prophecy may mean, 
when it tells of the olort that is yet to 
follow : but in vain ; sufficiently certain 
and defined in its outline to be a subject 
of faith, and hope, and blessed expectation, 
this kingdom of the returning Messiah, 
** those new heavens and that new earth," 
the nature of them, and their locality, 
defy the nice discriminations of curious 
men, and baffle the researches of the stu* 
dents of prophecy. As to all minute par- 
ticulars of time and place, the trumpet 
still gives an uncertain sound — but in the 
mind of a true believer not a doubt exists 
of the certainty and nearness of his coming, 
and the approaching glory of his boundless 
and eternal kingdom. 

And as we thus contemplate the present 
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^nd future glories of Messiah, and the sweet 
and peaceful nature of his kingdom, can 
we fail to make the same application of the 
subject to ourselves which our Lord has 
revealed in the text? If the diligence of 
the queen of Sheba, in seeking the wisdom 
of Solomon, condemned the men of that 
generation, because they could not discern 
the wisdom of one greater than Solomon, 
who stood among them ; of how much sorer 
condemnation shall we be found guilty if 
we discern not the wisdom, love, and mercy 
of that same Jesus who is far more clearly 
revealed to us than he was to the men of 
that generation ! To us Christ is continu* 
ally exhibited — in his written word, in his 
preached gospel, in his house, his ordi- 
nances, his holy sacraments— Christ cruci- 
fied, Christ risen, glorified, ascended, reign- 
ing over all ! Have we eyes to see him ? Have 
our hearts welcomed alike his salvation and 
his government ? Is he our Saviour and our 
King ? Do we believe in him, hope in him, 
and love him ? Is our love practical, produc* 
ing obedience to his commandments? 
Appalling indeed must be the judgments 
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which will fall on those who have the light, 
5'et love the darkness — who know their 
king, but refuse to do him homage ; who 
call him Lord, and do not the things which 
he commands ! The New Zealand savage, 
and the fierce Cafire, and the degraded 
negro, will rise up in the judgment and 
condemn these men, for from the ends of 
the earth they have sought and found mercy, 
and welcomed the glad tidings of salvation, 
while these professed children of the king- 
dom have rejected mercy ! Oh that every 
heart might bow to Jesus, might flee to his 
atoning blood for pardon, and might wear 
the yoke of his obedience which is easy, 
and take that burthen which is light ! So 
shall they find acceptance in the great day 
of his coming. 

And say, all ye who are the subjects of 
this blessed King, whether the language of 
the queen of Sheba is not that of your heart 
day by day ; when she saw all the glory of 
Solomon, and heard his profound wisdom, 
she exclaimed, ^^ It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own land of thy acts and 
of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not 
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the words until I camej and mine eyes had 
seen it ; and behold the half was not told 
me : thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard. Happy are thy 
men — happy are these thy servants, which 
stand continually before thee, and that 
hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy 
God which delighted in thee, to set thee on 
the throne of Israel.'** 

Happy indeed are they who now know 
and love and worship Jesus the Saviour; 
great are their joys, sweet is their peace — 
blessed service ! Wonderful are the views 
which Christ reveals to them of his power 
and goodness : but if they now are blessed, 
how much more blessed shall they be here- 
afker ! If their portion now be enviable, 
what will it be when in his courts above 
they shall see him as he is, gaze upon the 
beauty of his holiness, and worship him 
day and night in his celestial temple with- 
out weariness or distraction ! No heart 
can conceive, no pen describe it ! Let then 
each loyal subject of this glorious king 
pursue his humble, holy walk of obedience 

* 1 Kings X. 
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and of peace — let him. yield, unto his Sove- 
reign his heart, his time, his talents; and 
let him faithfully, . humhly, and patiently 
wait the joyful summons which shall release 
him from all toil and suffering ; believing 
that then the promise shall be fulfilled to 
him — ** Thine eyes shall see the king 
in his glory — they shall behold the land 
which is very far off !'' 



THE END. 
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